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TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  EVANGELIST. 

Sir, 

Well  pleased  with  the  remarks  of  you?  correspondeot,  suggested  by 
the  account  of  Paul’s  shipwreck,  I  have  judged  that  the  following, 
suggested  by  our  Saviour’s  rejoicings  Luke  x.  21.  would  not  be  wholly 
unsuitable  to  succeed  them.  Yours,  kc.  E.  F.  W. 

The  seventy  whom  our  Lord  had  sent  out  to  preach,  returned 
greatly  exulting  in  their  success  ;  and  rejoicing,  that  even  Devils  were 
subject  unto  them  through  his  name.  He  told  them  not  to  rejoice  in 
this,  but  to  rejoice,  rather,  that  their  names  were  written  in  Heaven. 

In  that  same  hour  Jesus  rejoiced  in  spirit,  and  said,  1  thank  thee, 
O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  thou  hast  hid  these  things 
from  the  wise  and  prudent,  and  hast  revealed  them  unto  babes  :  even 
so,  F ather,  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sighff  ’  In  this  case  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  as  man,  expressed  an  entire  and  perfect  acquiescence  in  the 
divine  will.  He  manifested  a  readiness  to  rejoice,  in  any  event,  which 
might  occur,  on  the  ground,  that  it  must  take  place,  under  the  super¬ 
intendance  of  his  Father.  In  this  he  has  left  an  example  for  our  imi¬ 
tation.  However  mysterious  the  providences  of  God  may  appear  to 
us,  we  may,  as  did  our  Saviour,  resolve  them  into  the  sovereign  pleas¬ 
ure  of  God,  and  rejoice  in  spirit  in  view  of  them,  and  say,  Even  so. 
Father s  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight. 

Some  of  those  mysteries,  which  may  be  thus  happily  resolved,  are 
the  following  : 

1.  It  is  mysterious  to  us,  that  God  should  okoose  man,  rather  than 
apostate  angels,  as  the  object  of  his  divine  compassion.  A  vast  mul¬ 
titude  of  angels  revolted  against  God,  became  rebels  to  his  govern¬ 
ment,  and  incurred  his  holy  displeasure.  These  without  exception 
were  driven  from  seats  in  glory,  and  cast  into  outer  darkness, 
where  they  are  reserved  in  chains  for  the  judgment  of  the  great  day. 
No  mercy  was  manifested  towards  them  ;  no  scheme  of  redemption 
was  devised  for  their  relief ;  no  Lamb  of  God  was  set  forth  to  bleed, 
as  a  propitiation  for  their  sins.  But  man  revolted,  and  the  case  was 
different.  He  became  a  rebel  to  the  divine  government  as  much  as 
they  ;  but  God  had  mercy  on  him.  God  said.  Spare  him,  for  I  have 
found  a  ransom.  And  so  great  and  boundless  was  his  love,  that  he 
gave  his  only  begotten  and  dearly  beloved  Son,  to  suffer,  bleed  and 
die,  rather  than  doom  guilty  man  to  his  just  desert.  But,  what  could 
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be  the  ground  of  this  mighty  diflference,  in  the  divine  conduct  ?  Why 
are  raised  to  Heaven  by  the  blood  of  Christ  ;  and  they  sent  down 
to  hell  to  perish  without  mercy  ?  Are  we  less  guilty  than  they  ?  Gr 
are  they  better  able  to  endure  everlasting  burnings  than  we  ?  All  our 
*^inquiries  on  this  subject  are  vain.  No  reasons  can  be  assigned,  which 
will  ex^ain  the  matter.  Many  indeed,  have  attempted  assign  rea¬ 
sons  ;  but  the  result  of  their  labors  has  always  been  such,  as  to  prove, 
that  the  attempt  was  presumption.  All  we  can  safely  say  bn  the  sub¬ 
ject,  is,  that  it  is  the  wise  appointment  of  God.  We  can  rejoice  in  it, 
and  thank  God  for  it,  and  say,  ‘‘  Even  so.  Father ;  for  so  it  seemed  good 
in  thy  sight.” 

2.  It  is  a  mystery  to  us,  that  God  should  ever  have  suffered  either 
sin  or.  pain  to  enter  the  world  to  perplex  and  destroy  the  children  of 
men.  God  is  a  benevolent  Being.  His  feelings  are  nearer  gratified 
with  the  mere  pain  of  his  creatures.  He  has  declared,  that  as  he  liv- 
eth,  he  has  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  him  that  dieth.  He  is  a  holy 
Being.  His  feelings  are  always  displeased  with  sin.  He  has  declared 
that  it  is  that  abominable  thing,  which  his  soul  hateth.  And  he  is  also 
an  Almighty  Being.  He  has  power  sufiicient  to  have  prevented  the 
introduction  of  sin  and  suffering  among  his  creatures;  if  he  had  chosen 
to  do  it.  He  could  have  prevented  the  apostacy  of  those  angels,  who 
kept  not  their  first  estate.  He  could  have  confirmed  them  in  a  state 
of  perpetual  holiness.  He  could  also  have  prevented  the  apostacy  of 
our  first  parents.  He  knew,  before  their  fafl^  that  they  would  be  ex¬ 
posed  to  temptation.  And  he  knew  what  would  be  the  result  of  their 
exposure.  And  yet  he  did  not  interpose  to  prevent  it.  Even  before 
man  was  created,  God  knew  perfectly  well  what  the  result  of  his  trial 
would  be.  This  is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  he  made  early  provision 
of  a  Saviour.  He  knew,  that  man,  whom  he  designed  to  create,  wotild 
become  a  sinner,  and  need  a  Saviour.  He,  therefore,  in  his  eter¬ 
nal  counsels,  provided  one.  Hence  Christ  is  called  in  scripture,  a 
Lamb,  slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  The  consequence  of 
the  apostacy  has  been,  that  sin  and  misery,  two  things,  which  God 
hates,  have  abounded  in  all  parts  and  in  all  ages  of  the  world.  Sin  has 
spread  wide  destruction  among  the  creatures  of  God.  Nor  have  we 
any  evidence,  that  sin  and  misery  will  not  continue  among  God’s  crea¬ 
tures,  during  eternity.  For,  he  will  never  hate  them  any  more  than 
he  did,  at  the  time  when  they  first  came  into  existence.  Nor  will  he 
ever  be  any  more  able  to  destroy  them,  than  he  was  then.  He  is  an 
immutable  Being.  He  is  of  one  mind,  and  none  can  turn  him.  Since, 
then,  his  hatred  of  sin  did  not  lead  him  to  prevent  it,  we -certainly  have 
no  evidence,  that  it  will  ever  lead  him  to  exterminate  it.  And  since 
his  benevolence  did  not  lead  him  to  save  his  creatures  from  becoming 
miserable,  we  have  no  evidence,  that  it  will  ever  lead  him  to  deliver 
them  from  misery.  Concerning  the  angels  we  have  abundant  evidence 
of  the  contrary.  He  has  provided  no  Saviour  for  them  ;  he  has  offer¬ 
ed  no  conditions  of  pardon  to  them.  And  concerning  those  among 
men,'  who  neglect  the  Saviour,  and  do  not  comply  with  the  conditions, 
on  which  salvation  is  offered,  the  case  is  equally  plain.  For  them 
there  remaineth  no  more  sacrifice  for  sin.  They  must  have  their  part 
with  fallen  angels.  Both  sin  and  misery  must  continue  among  them, 
during  eternity.  -  Nor  is  there  any  greater  mystery  involved,  in  the 
'  supposition,  that  a  holy  and  benevolent  God  should  suffer  sin  and  mis- 
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cry  to  continue  forever  among  his  creatures,  than  that  he  should  suffer, 
their  first  existence^  which  we  know  to  be  a  fact.  But,  however  mys¬ 
terious  this  subject  may  appear,  we  may.  adopt  the  language  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  “  Even  so.  Father  ;  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight.” 

3.  It  is  mysterious  to  us,  that  God  should  establish  a  constitution, 

with  our  first  parents,  by  which  their  aspostacy  from  him  should  affect 
and  corrupt  all  their  posterity.  That  he  has  established  such  a  con-, 
stitution,  is  an  incontrovertible  truth. .  That  mankind  are  actually, 
guilty  of  Adam’s  personal  sin,  is  not  pretended.  ‘  act  of  transgres¬ 
sion  was  For  this,  none  of  his  -  posterity  are  responsible. 

But  his  transgression  produced  a  change  in  his  nature.  He  lost  the. 
moral  image  of  his  Maker. '  His  holy  appetites  and  affections  all  left, 
him.  His  affections  became  selfish,  and  sinful,  and  his  whole  mind 
carnal.  He;sunk,  in  the  temper  of  his  heart,  into  spiritual  death.  His 
very  nature  was  changed  and  rendered  sinful.  And  this  is  precisely 
the  state,  in  which  his  posterity  commence  their  existence.  They 
are  altogether  born  in  sin.  Their  “  first  young  pulse  begins  to  beat 
iniquity  and  death.”  Although  they  are  not  blameable,  strictly  speak¬ 
ing,  for  Adam’s  sin,  yet  in  consequence  of  that  sin,  they  have  derived 
their  nature  from  a  corrupted  and  sinful  source.  Of  consequence 
their  nature  is  corrupt  and  sinful.  They  are 

“  Sprung  from  the  man  whose  guilty  fall, 

Corrupts  his  race  and  taints  us  all.’’ 

That  our  nature  is  universally  corrupt  and  sinful,  is  evident  from 
experience  ;  and  that  this  universal  corruption  has  resulted  from  the 
original  apostacy  of  our  first  parents,  is  clearly  revealed  in  scripture. 
The  truth,  therefore,  that  God  has’,  in  some  way,  connected  our  moral 
character,  in  our  first  existence,  with  that  of  our  first  progenitor  is 
undeniable.  But  the  reasons,  why  he  has  established  this  connection, 
are  beyond  our  reach.  We  cannot  searc  h  them  out.  We  can  only 
say,  Even  so.  Father  ;  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight.” 

4.  There  is  something  mysterious  to  us  in  the  conduct  of  Divine 
Providence,  in  making  so  great  a  difference  as  we  often  discover, 
among  men  in  the  present  life.  When  we  consider,  that  mankind  are 
all  the  creatures  of  the  same  God — equally  his  workmanship  ;  and  all 
equally  the  objects  of  his  care  and  subjects  of  his  government  ;  and 
yet  notice  the  difference  that  he  makes  in  them,  we  immediately  dis-  . 
cover  something  mysterious.  They  are  all  made  by  the  same  wise  and 
good  Creator,,  who  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  and  yet  they  are  not 
made  alike.  Some  are. healthy  and  strong,  and  others  are,  all  their 
days,  sickly  and  feeble.  They  live  under  the  same  merciful  provi¬ 
dence,  and  yef  they  are  not  provided  for  alike.  Some  have  a  compe¬ 
tency  of  the  things  of  this  life,  some  have  an  abundance,  and  some  are 
rich.  Others  enjoy  but  a  "scanty  competency,  others  are  poor,  and 
others,  again,  are  destitute  of  all  things.  Some  have  talents  to  accu-  ^ 
mulate  wealth,  to  command  respect,  and  to  obtain  every  object  they 
desire,  while  others  are  destitute  of  talents,  live  in  obscurity,  and  are 
scarcely  able  to  obtain  their  daily  bread.  To  some,  God  gives  ten 
talents,  to  some  five,  and  to  some  only  one.  Some  enjoy  health  and 
riches,  and  live  to  an  advanced  age  apparently  in  pleasure.  And  oth¬ 
ers  with  a  sickly  constitution,  conflict  with  poverty  and  pain  to  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age.  And  others,  again,  are  cut  off*  by  death,  in  the  very 


morning  of  their  existence.  And  yet  all  these  varieties  of  circumstan¬ 
ces  are  produced  by  the  providence  of  the  same  God  ;  arid  among 
creatures,  wKS  are  equally  indebted  to  him  for  their  existence  ;  and 
who,  as  to  moral  character,  are  originally  on  the  same  level.  One  is 
no  more  ill-d6serving  than  another.  But,  what  shall  we  say  to  these 
things  ?  Has  not  God  a  right  to  do  as  he  will  with  his  own  ?  Shall 
the  thing  formed,  say  unto  him  that  formed  it,  why  hast  thou  made* mo 
thus  ?  Shall  we  not  rather  say,  “  Even  so.  Father  ;  for  so  it  seemed 
good  in  thy  sight.” 

5.  There  is  a  difference  often  made,  by  divine  providence,  between 
families,  which  to  us  is  mysterious.  The  fact,  to  which  I  now  allude, 
is  often  witnessed.  Some  whole  families  enjoy  uninterrupted  healthy 
and  live  to  an  advanced  age.  Other  families  are  visited  with  sickness, 
almost  continually,  until  one  after  another,  the  whole  are  removed 
from  the  stage  of  life.  And  the  only  reason  we  can  assign,  is,  “  Even 
so.  Father  ;  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight.” 

6.  God  has  made  a  mysterious  difference,  in  his  providence,  be¬ 
tween  the  nations  of  the  earth.  Some  are  favored  with  the  light  of 
the  glorious  gospel,  and  all  the  blessings  of  civilized  life.  Others  are 
left  in  pagan  darkness,  and  in  a  barbarous  and  savage  state.  But,  has 
not  God  made  of  one  blood  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  ?  And  are  not 
the  blessings  of  the  gospel  equally  important  to  all  ?  Would  not  sal¬ 
vation  be  as  precious  to  heathens  as  to  Christians  ?  And  could  not  the 
Almighty  as  easily  send  the  gospel  to  all  nations,  as  to  a  few  ?  Why, 
then,  has  he  not  done  it  ?  The  only  reason  which  can  be  given,  is. 

Even  so,  Father  ;  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight.” 

7.  It  is  mysterious  to  us  why  God  should  make  a  difference  between 
places,  in  regard  to  the  out-pouring  of  his  holy  spirit.  The  fact  that 
he  does  make  this  difference,  is  incontrovertible.  He  pours  out  his 
spirit  upon  some  places,  and  not  upon  others.  In  some  places  religion 
is  revived,  sinners  are  awakened,  and  converts  to  God  are  multiplied. 
In  other  places  no  special  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  felt,  no  re¬ 
vivals  of  religion  are  seen,  and  no  evidence  appears  that  sinners  are 
converted.  In  some  places,  revivals  of  religion  are  repeated,  every 
few  years,  until  a  large  portion  of  the  people  become  apparently  the 
people  of  God.  And  in  other  places  nothing  of  the  kind  is  ever  known 
from  age  to  age.  This  is  sometimes  witnessed,  even  in  places  where 
the  people  enjoy,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  the  same  means  of  grace  ; 
where  the  same  doctrines  are  preached,  and  the  same  religious  in¬ 
structions  are  heard.  Thus,  the  Lord  reigns  on  one  city  and  not  on 
another.  But  why  is  not  salvation  as  important  to  immortal  souls  in' 
one  place,  as  in  another  ?  Has  not  the  Saviour  bled  for  all  ?  Does 
not  God  feel  compassionate  to  all  ?  Does  he  not  feel  as  merciful  to¬ 
wards  the  wise  and  prudent,  from  whom  these  things  are  hidden,  as  he 
does  to  those  babes,  to  whom  they  are  revealed  ?  Why,  then,  does 
he  make  this  difference  ?  What  can  be  the  reason  of  his  conduct  ?  He 
has  assured  us,  that  he  is  no  respecter  of  persons.  The  reason  of 
this  difference,  therefore,  cannot  be  because  persons  are  naturally  any 
more  agreeable  to  the  divine  being,  in  one  place  than  in  another.  If 
God  made  this  difference,  because  some  persons  were  naturally  more 
agreeable  than  others,  it  would  prove  him  a  respecter  of  persons.  But, 
if  all  persons  are,  by  nature,  alike,  equally  sinful,  and  consequently 
equally  odious,  tbtn  certainly  it  cannot  be  out  of  respect  to  persons. 
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There  must  of  necessity  be  some  other  reason.  And  what  jcan  this 
reason  bo  ?  All  we  can  say,  is,  “  Even  so.  Father  ;  for  so  it  seemed 
good  in  thy  sight.”  .  ; 

8.  The  same  mystery  appears,  in  divine  providence,  in  regard  to 
individuals.  The  scriptures  assure  us,  that  God  has  mei’cy  on  whom 
he  will  have  mercy.  Our  own  observations  witness  the  truth  of  the 
assurance.  We  see  one  taken  and  another  left.  Even  in  the  same 
congregation,  and  in  the  same  family,  where  the  •  same  religious  ad¬ 
vantages  are  enjoyed,  we  see  this  difference  made.  Some  persons 
are  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  danger,  have  some  conviction  of  sin, 
and  inquire  earnestly  what  they  shall  do  to  be  saved  ;  and  after  all, 

'  grieve  away  th(e  Spirit,  stifle  their  convictions,  and  return  again  to 
their  former  hardness  of  he.irt,  and  very  often  embrace  delusions. — 
While  others,  in  the  same  neighborhood  or  family,  who  are  by  nature 
no  better  than  they,  are  awakened,  and,  after  a  short  period  of  con¬ 
viction,  are  hopefully  converted,  brought  into  the  liberty  of  the  sons 
of  God,  and  filled  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory.  The  things 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,  which  are  necessary  to  salvation,  are  hidden 
from  the  ope,  and  revealed  to  the  other.  And  the  only  reason  which 
we  can  give,  is,  “  Even  so.  Father  ;  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight.”. 

9.  It  is  a  great  mystery  to  many  people,  how  mankind  can  be  per¬ 
fectly  free,  and  yet  be  entirely  dependant  on  God.  That  we  are  en¬ 
tirely  dependant  on*  God  is  evident,  both  from  reason  and  revelation. 
We  know  that  we  did  not  create  ourselves  ;  and  we  know,  equally 
well,  that  we  cannot  preserve  ourselves.  We  know  that  we  did  not 
form  the  faculties  of  our  mind  ;  and  that  we  did  not  establish  the  con¬ 
nection,  which  exists,  between. the  objects  of  our  choice,  and  our  vo¬ 
litions  towards  them.  Reason  teaches,  that  for  all  these  things  we 
must  be  dependant  on  God.  Revelation  affords  us  the  same  assurance. 
We  cannot  dp  or  think  any  thing  as  of  ourselves.  All  our  sufficiency 
is  of  God.  In  him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being.  Yet  it  is 
a  truth  equally  plain,  that  we  are  free  agents.  We  conduct  as  we 
choose.  And  we  choose  according  to  our  inclinations  and  desires. 
We  are,  in  all  things,  as  free  as  we  could  be,  if  we  were  not  depend¬ 
ant  on  God.'  Now  some  people  say,  they  are  unable  to  see  any  thing 
mysterious  in  this  ;  they  cannot  see  how  dependance  on  God  should  af¬ 
fect  our  free  agency.  They  cannot  see  how  mankind  would  be  any 
more  free,  if  instead  of  being  dependant  on  God,  they  were  dependant 
on  fate,  or  dependant  on  chance,  or  dependant  on  themselves,  or  de¬ 
pendant  on  nothing.  They  cannot  see  how  the  question  of  our  de¬ 
pendance  or  independance  is,  in  any  degree,  connected  with  that  of 

.  our  freedom.  “  So  long,”  say  they,  “as  liberty,  or  freedom,  consists 
in  doing  as  we  choose,  and  choosing  as  we  please,  we  cannot  see  how 
it  can  be  affected  by  any  thing,  that  has  no  connection  with  our  choice.” 
But  others  discover  a  great  mystery  in  these  things.  To  all  such, 
however,  the  suggestion  may  be  made,  whether  relief  might  not  be 
happily  obtained,  by  adopting  the  sentiment  of  our  Saviour,  “  Even  so, 
-Father ;  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight.  ” 

10.  To  some  it  is  very  mysterious,  how  God  can  foreknow  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  men,  and  yet  they  be  accountable  for  those  actions.  Yet  this 
is  a  doctrine,  which  is  clearly  revealed  in  the  Bible.  It  is  equally  true, 
both  in  relation  to  the  righteous  and  the  wicked.  Of  the  righteous  it 
is  said,  that  they  were  created  in  Christ  Jesus- unto  good  works,  which 


\ 


126 


On  Ltike  x.  21. 


God  had  before  ordained,  that  they  should  walk  in  them.  And  of  cer¬ 
tain  wicked  men,  we  read,  that  they  “crept  in  unawares,  who  were  be¬ 
fore  of  old  ordained  to  this  condemnation,  ungodly  men,  turning  the 
grace  of  God  into  lasciviousness.”  Now,  the  difficulty  is,  how  a  man 
can  be  accountable  for  his  actions,  when,  at  the  same  time,  Gpd  had 
foreknown,  or  predetermined  those  actions.  But,  this,  again,  is  a  sub- 
.  ject,  in  which  some  people  say,  they  see  no  difficulty.  “  For,”  say. 
they,  “  if  God’s  foreknowledge,  or  predetermination  is  utterly  un¬ 
known  to  the  man,  who  sins,  we  cannot  see  how  it  can  affect  his  choice 
and  freedom  ;  and  if  it  do  not  affect  his  choice  and  freedom,  we  can¬ 
not  see  how  it  can  prevent  his  being  accountable.  If  mankind  are 
free,  which  is  a  truth  every  one  must  know,  who  pays  any  attention  to 
the  exercises  of  his  own  mind,  we  cannot  see  what  more  is  necessary  to 
render  them  accountable.”  But  to  those,  to  whom  this  subject  ap¬ 
pears  differently,  the  suggestion  already  made,  may  be  repeated,  wheth¬ 
er  it  would  not  be  better,  and  more  respectful  towards  Him,  who  has 
clearly  revealed  this  doctrine,  in  the  Bible,  to  adopt  the  language  of 
our  Saviour,  “  Even  so,  Father  ;  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight.” 

But,  perhaps,  some  may  wish  to  inquire  how  they  shall  obtain  that  • 
submission  to  the  divine  will,  which  is  implied  in  this  declaration  of 
our  Saviour.  To  such  an  inquiry,  I  would  reply, 

1.  That  it  may  afford  some  aid  to  reflect,  that  God  never  intended 
we  should,  during  our  present  existence,  fully  understand  the  reasons 
of  his, conduct,  and  comprehend  the  mysteries  of  his  providence.  Ma¬ 
ny  things  he  has  concealed  from  our  view,  that  he  might  exercise  our 
faith,  and  teach  us  submission  to  his  revealed  will.  Our  present  life  is 
a  probationary  state.  While  it  continues  we  must  remain,  in  a  great 
measure,  in  darkness.  This  is  an  essential,  part  of  God’s  uuiversd  and 
perfect  plan  of  government.  He  has  ordained  that  while  we  continue 
in  the  flesh,  we  shall  see  only  as  through  a  glass  darkly,  and  know  on¬ 
ly  in  part.  He  has  ordered  things  in  that  manner,  which  requires, 
that  we  should  walk  by  faith  and  not  by  sight.  But  it  is  not  certain,' 
that  this  state  of  things  will  continue  ;  that  we  shall  always  remain  in 
ignorance  respecting  those  things,  which  are  now  involved  in  mystery. 
When  that  which  is  in  part  shall  be  done  away,  and  that  which  is  per¬ 
fect  is  come,  and  we  see  as  we  are  seen,  and  know  as  we  are  known, 
those  things  which  are  now  mysterious  may  be  rendered  plain  and  in¬ 
telligible.  The  scriptures  certainly  contain  nothing,  which  contra¬ 
dicts  this  idea.  On  the  contrary,  they  contain  some  plain  intimations 
of  its  truth.  They  assure  us,  that,  in  some  future  period,  all  that  is 
secret  shall  be  revealed,  and  all  that  is  hidden  shall  be  made  known. 
Whether  we  are  authorized  to  consider  this,  as  a  promise,  that  all  the 
secret  reasons  ofthe  divine  conduct,  in  those  dispensations  of  providdhce, 
which  are  most  mysterious,  shall  be  hereafter  revealed,  to  the  full 
comprehension  of*  our  understanding,  is,  perhaps,  doubtful.  But  of 
this  we  may  be  assured.  If  such  a  disclosure  is  consistent  with  the 
highest  good  of  God’s  kingdom,  and  in  any  measure  conducive  to  the 
amount  of  our  personal  happiness,  it  will  certainly  be  made.  And  if 
God  has  wise  and  good  reasons  for  all  his  conduct,  it  will,  no  doubt, 
advance  the  happiness  of  his  holy  subjects  to  be  made  acquainted 
with  them.  It  will  advance  their  happiness,  because  it  will  give  them 
higher  and  more  glorious  conceptions^  of  the  character  of  their  Crea¬ 
tor.  Unquestionably,  a  great  part  of  the  happiness  of  Heaven  will 
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consist,  in  beholding  and  admiring  the  unbounded  wisdom  and  goodness 
of  God.  Especially,  will  it  be  interesting  to  saints,  to  receive  expla¬ 
nations  and  disclosures  of  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God,  respecting 
those  things,  which  had  been  most  mysterious  and  perplexing.  For 
instance,  how  interesting  must  it  be  to  see  and  understand,  the  wise 
and  good  reasons,  which  God  had  for  providing  salvation  for  apostate 
man,  rather  than  apostate  angels !  How  interesting  to  understand, 
why  sin  and  pain  were  permitted  to  enter  the  system  of  God’s  crea¬ 
tures  !  How  interesting  to  understand  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of 
God,  in  constituting  Adam  the  representative  of  his  posterity!  How 
interesting  to  be  made  acquainted  with  reasons,  which  are  infinitely 
wise  and  good,  for  all  the  difference,  in  regard  to  suffering  and  dis¬ 
tress,  which  God  had  made  among  his  creatures,  in  this  life  ;  also,  for 
the  difference  made  in  families,  and  in  nations !  How  interesting  to 
see  .the  reasons,  why  a  wise  and  holy  God,  who  is  no  respecter  of 
persons^  poured  out  his  spirit,  in  some  places,  and  not  in  others  ;  and 
converted  and  sanctified  some  individuals,  and  not  others  !  How  in¬ 
teresting  to  those,  who  have,  all  their  life  time,  been  perplexed  and 
troubled^  because  they  could  not  see  the  consistency  between  man’s 
dependance  on  God,  and  his  free  agency  ;  and  between  God’s 
fore-knowiedge  and  man’s  accountability,  to  have  all  this  mystery  sol¬ 
ved,  and  the  subject  rendered  intelligible  to  their  understandings  ! 
Yet  all  this  will  unquestionably  take  place,  in  regard  to  the  right¬ 
eous,  in  the  world  to  come.  Surely,  then,  this  is  an  important  con¬ 
sideration,  to  prepare  the  mind  to  acquiesce  in  the  will  of  God  ;  and 
however  dark  or  mysterious  his  providence  may  appear,  still  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  all  things  are  wisely  ordered,  and  say  in  view  of  them,  as 
our  Saviour  said,  “Even  so.  Father  ;  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy 
sight.” 

2.  '  To  acquiesce  in  the  divine  will,  it  is  important  that  we  believe, 
that  God  has  an  infinitely  perfect  plan  of  government,  and  that  all 
things  belong  to  this  plan.  We  must  believe,  that  God  is  infinitely 
^  Tvise^  infinitely  goody  and  infinitely  powerful.  And  if  we  believe  this, 
we  shall  have  a  broad  foundation  for  the  support  of  our  confidence  in 
him.  On  the  foundation  of  such  a  belief,  we  may  rejoice  in  bis 
government,  and  cordially  acquiesce  in  his  will.  For  if  he  is  infinitely 
wiscy  he  must  be  able  to  devise  a  plan  of  government,  which  is  infi¬ 
nitely  good.  And  if  he  is  infinitely  goody  he  must  choose  to  adopt  it. 
If  then,  he  is  also  infinite  in  powery  he  must  be  able  to  carry  it 
into  certain  execution.  If,  therefore,  we  could  believe,  that  God 
is  infinite  in  wisdom,  goodness,  and  power,  we  should  have  all  that 
would  be  necessary  as  a  foundation  y  for  the  most  unlimited  confidence 
in  him. 

This,  too,  would  remoVe  all  reasonable  ground  of  objection,  against 
the  doctrine,  that  God’s  plan  of  universal  government  is  eternal.  For, 
certainly,  no  reasonable  objection  can  be  made  against  the  doctrine  of 
God’s  universal  government,  merely  because  it  is  etemaly  provided  *it 
can  be  shown,  that  it  is  none  the  less  good,  on  that  account.  But, 
this,  it  is  believed,  can  be  shown.  If  God  is  infinitely  wisey  he  was 
certainly  qualified  to  devise  m  infinitely  good  pXdn  of  government,  even 
before  he  created  the  world.  If,  as  the  Scriptures  assure  us,  “  Known 
unto  God  are  all  his  works  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,”  why 
should  he  not,  at  that  early  period,  arrange  them  into  a  perfect  sys- 


tem,  and  establish  them  as  his  own  most  wise  and  immutable  plan  ? 
Why  should  he  delay  any  determination,  respecting  any  part  of  his 
work,  or  system  of  government,  after  he  was  actually  possessed  of  all 
the  knowledge  respecting  it,  which  he  ever  would  possess  ?  If  God 
is  infinitely  wise,  he  must  have  known,  before  he  created  the  world, 
what  kind  of  world  was  best  to  be  made.  He  must  have  had  a  clear  - 
and  perfect  knowledge  of  all  things  respecting  it — how  great  it  should 
be  to  answer  the  best  purpose — what  inhabitants  it  should  contain — . 
how  many,  and  of  what  character — and  also,  how  long  it  should  exist. 

He  must  have  known,  how  it  was  best  that  each  individual  should  be 
formed — what  station  in  hfe  he  should  occupy — what  he  should  suf¬ 
fer,  and  when  he  should  die.  He  must ‘have  known,  how  every  indi¬ 
vidual  thing  should  take  place,  throughout  his  whole  system,  in  order 
that  the  whole,  as  a  system,  might  answer  the  niost  valuable  purpose^ 
All  this,  infinite  wisdom  certainly  must  have  known.  But,  if  Gpd 
knew  all  this  from  eternity,  why  should  he  not  determine  it  ?  When 
he  knew,  perfectly  well,  what  was  best  to  be  done,  why  should  he  not 
determine  to  do  it?  Wouldit  not  argue,  want  of  goodness  in  a  being, 
if  he  knew,  perfectly  well,  what  was  best  to  be  done,  and  still, 
was  not  determined  to  do  it?  If  a  being  knew  what  ought  to  be 
done,  and  at  the  same  time,  was  not  determined  to  do  it,  would  it 
not  prove,  that  he  was  indifferent  about  doing,  what  he  knew 
ought  to  be  done  ?  And  if  a  being  is  indifferent  about  doing,  what 
he  knows  ought  to  be  done,  does  it  not  prove,  that  he  is  deficient 
in  goodness  ?  If  God  knew,  from  eternity,  how  every  thing,  in 
relation  to  the  world  he  designed  to  create,  ought  to  take  place,  in 
order  to  promote  the  highest  good,  and  at  the  same  time,  was  not 
determined  to  order  things  in  that  manner,  would  it  not  prove, 
that  he  felt  indifferently  towards  the  highest  good  ?  Would  it  not 
prove  a  deficiency  of  goodness  in  him?  Would  not  a  being  of 
infinite  goodness,  when  he  knew  what  plan  was  best,  immediately 
adopt  it  ?  And  if  his ;  power  was  sufficient,  would  he  not  carry  it 
into  certain  execution  ?  If,  before  he  created  the  world,  God  had 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  all  things — if  he  knew  that  mankind  would 
fall  into  sin,  and  need  a  Saviour — and  if  he  knew  it  would  be  best,  ' 
that  a  Saviour  should  come  and  bleed,  would  he  not  immediately 
determine,  that  a  Savionr  should  come  and  bleed  ?  And  would  not 
this  determination  render  the  Saviour,  “  a  Lamb  slain  from  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  World?”  This  view  of  the  divine  character,  gives  us 
assurance,  that  all  things,  in  relation  to  the  divine  government, 
are  ordered  in  the  best  manner.  Np  event  ever  takes  place,  which 
divine  wisdom  did  not  foresee,  and  which  divine  power  could  not  have 
prevented.  God,  therefore,  can  never  be  cUsappointed.  None  of 
his  designs  can  ever  be  frustrated.  No  weapon  formed  against  him 
can  ever  prosper.  Even  the  wrath  of  man  shall  praise  him,  and 
the  remainder  he  will  restrain.  It  is,  therefore,  evidently  necessary, 
to  entertain  these  views  of  the  character  of  God,  in  order  to  acquiesce, 
fully,  in  his  will,  and  say,  under  all  the  dispensations  of  his  provi¬ 
dence,  “  Even  so.  Father ;  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight.” 

3.  To  acquiesce  in  the  will  of  God,  in  all  circumstances,  one  thing 
more  is  not  merely  important,  but  indispensable.  We  must  have  a 
higher  regard  for  him,  than  for  all  other  considerations.*  We  must  be 
sensible,  that  his  glory  is  ot  more  value  than  all  other  things.  We 
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must  not  only  believe  this,  but  we  must  feel  it.  We  must  entertain  the 
sentiment y  and  the  feelings  of  our  heart  must  correspond  with  it.  We 
must  be  so  far  diresied  ,of  selfishness,  as  to  be  willing  to  give  up  a 
less  and  private  good,  for  one  . which  is  greater  and  pubUc.  Unless  we 
possess  this  temper  of  heart,  we  may  be  wholly  unreconciled  to  God, 
notwithstanding  our*  correct  belief  respecting  his  character.  Our 
belief,  that  his  government  is  perfect  and  good,  will  not  reconcile  us 
'  to  him,  unless  we  possess  a  heart  which  is  pleased  with  such  a  govern¬ 
ment.  Indeed,  a  belief  that  the  government  of  God  is  just,  and  in 
every  respect,  perfect,  is  oftentimes,  the  very  ground,  on  which  men 
are'iinreconciled.  k  For  it  is  plain,  that  the  rectitude  of  a  government 
does  not  afford  personal  security  to  guilty  individuals.  If  men  are 
good,' a  perfect  government  must  give  them  personal  security.  But,  if 
men  are  guilty,  it  certainly  gives  them  no  such  security.  On  the 
contraiy,  it  requires  that  the  guilty  should  suffer.  And  this,  it  is 
apprehended,  is  the  very  ground,  on  which  the  guilty  are  unreconciled 
to  the  divine  government  They  know,  if  the  divine  government  is 
perfect,  and  the  general  good  requires,  that  the  guilty  be  punished, 
God  will  certainly  punish  them.  But,  if  the  divine  government  is 
imperfect,  and  the  decisions  of  heaven  fallible,  like  those  of  men, 
there  may  be  .  some  .chance  for  their  escape.  Merely  believing, 
therefore,  that  the  government  of  heaven  is  perfect,  and  the  perfec- 
tiems  of.  God i such,  that  he  cannot  do  wrong,  is  not  sufficient  to  recon¬ 
cile  the  guilty.  In  addition  to  this  belief,  they  must  have  a  regard  to 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  general  good,  which  is  superior  to  their  own 
private  personal  regard..  They  must  be  willing  that  God  should  pro¬ 
mote  his  own  glory,  and  the  general  good,  in  the  highest  and  best 
manner,  let  the  consequences  to  individuals  be  what  they  may.  Pla¬ 
cing  themselves  among  the  individuals,  over  whom  the  government  of 
God  extends,  they  must  be  willing,  that  all  private  and  personal  con¬ 
siderations  should  be  subordinated  to  the  good  of  the  whole.  If  we 
possess  this  temper  of  heart,  and  at  the  same  time,  believe,  that  the 
government  of  God  is  perfect,  that  every  part  of  it  is  administered,  in 
that  manner,  which  will  infallibly  promote  the  divine  glory  and  the 
good  of  the  universe,  in  the  best  manner,  and  to  the  highest  degree,  we 
shall  not  fail  of  being  completely  reconciled  to  the  divine  will.  We 
shall  be  always  ready  to  say,  “Even  so.  Father  ;  for  so  it  seemed 
good  in  thy  sight.” 


FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

ON  THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  PIETY  IN  THE  RISING  GENERATION. 

0  ^ 

Though  much  has  been  done,  of  late;  to  excite  attention  to  the  re¬ 
ligious  education  of  children  ;  yet  the  minds  of  parents,  and  of  oth¬ 
ers,  1  apprehend,  are,  by  no  means,  sufficiently  impressed,  with  the 
importance  of  the  subject.  The  rising  generation  are,  in  many  re¬ 
spects;  the  most  interesting,  and  precious  part  of  the  community  ;  mA 
certainly  claim  a  much  larger  share  of  attention  than  they  receive. 
The  character  which  they  shall  form,  and  the  part  which  they  shall 
act  in  life,  will  have  a  very  extensive  bearing  on  the  interests  of 
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religion  at  home,  and  its  propbgation  abroad.  On  them  it  will  depend^ 
whether  these  great  works  of  benevolence,  which  have  been  so  nobly 
commenced  in  our  day,  shall  be  carried  on,  and  increased,  or  be 
neglected  and  abandoned.  Every  friend  of  Zion,  therefore,  must 
tremble  at  the  thought  of  their  growing  up  in  sin.  -  To  awaken  the 
prayers,  and  exertions  of  the  pious  for  their  conversion,  is  the 
object  I  have  in  view,  in  the  remarks  that  I  am'  about  to  offer. 
The  limits,  however,  which  I  have  prescribed  to  myself,  in  this 
paper,  will  permit  only  a  few  hints  upon  the  several  topics,  which  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  introduce. 

Youth  is  the  season,  in  which  the  conscience  is  the  most  tender, 
and  the  heart  most  susceptible  of  serious  impressions.  It  is  the  sea¬ 
son,  in  which  the  Spirit  of  God  strives  most  with  persons  :  and  in  all 
probability,  by  far  the  greater  half,  that  are  ever  saved,  are  converted, 
before  they  pass  the  meridian  of  life.  God  is,  indeed,  a  sovereign,  in 
the  dispensation  of  his  favors  ;  and  he  sometimes  makes  those  the 
subjects  of  his  grace,  who  have  grown  old  in  sin.  Put  neither  his 
word,  nor  the  history  of  “  his  spiritual  providence,”  will  permit  us 
to  bielieve,  that  such  instances  are  very  numerous.  lf,«  then,  persons 
do  not  embrace  the  Saviour,  when  young,  there  is  but  too  much  reason 
to  fear,  that  they  will  live,  and  die,  rejecting  him.  Whatever,  there¬ 
fore,  proves  it  to  be  important,  .that  the  rising  generation  should  ever  he 
partakers  of  divine  grace,  furnishes  proof  of  the  impoilance  of  the/r 
being  early  the  subjects  of  it.  It  is,  however,  to  considerations  more 
appropriate,  that  I  propose  to  attend.  And 

1 .  The  importance  of  piety  in  youth  will  appear,  if  we  consider 
its  influence  on  their  companions.  Every  person,  however  obscure  his 
station,  has  a  circle  in  which  he  moves,  and  over  which  his  influence  ex¬ 
tends.  And  this  influence  is  either  salutary,  or  pernicious,  according  as 
the  chararter  he  sustains,  and  the  example  he  exhibits,  are  either  virtuous 
or  vicious.  We  have  the  authority  of  Scripture,  that  “  one  sinner  de¬ 
stroy  eth  much  good  and  this  is  especially  true  of  young  sinners.  Such 

are  often  each  other’s  tempters  to  sin  ;  and  employ,  not  only  the  influence 
of  their  examples,  but  the  force  of  their  persuasions,  to  draw  one  another 
into  the  ways  of  vice.  If  any  one  of  their  companions  discover  any  re¬ 
morse  for  his  sins,  or  any  disposition  to  forsake  them,  they  immediately 
unite  their  efierts,  to  blast  these  hopeful  £q>pearances.  With  a  zeal 
^  and  perseverance,  which  would  do  honor  to  a  better  cause,  they  assail 
him  with  sneer  and  ridicule  ;  with  every  weapon,  which  they  think 
best  calculated,  to  efface  his  serious  impressions,  and  bring  him  back 
to  his  former  state  of  hardened  security.  In  this  way,  they  do  incal¬ 
culable  mischief,  and  help  one  another  forward  in  the  road  to  destruc¬ 
tion.  But  if  they  are  brought  to  embrace  the  gospel,  their  example, 
influence,  and  exertions,  will  all  be  employed  to  promote  the  cause  of 
religion,  and  to  animate  one  another  “  in  well  doing.”  Should  any  of 
their  young  companions  be  thoughtless,  and  forgetful  of  God,  while 
their  prayers  will  ascend  to  heaven  for  the  conversion  of  such,  every 
suitable  method  will  be  adopted,  to  bring  them  to  “  remember  their 
Creator,  in  the  days  of  their  youth.”.  The  salutary  influence,  which 
a  single  youth  of  piety,  has  been  known  to  exert,  upon  his  companions 
around  him,  clearly  shows,  what  happy  effects  might  be  expected  to 
result,  from  the  united  exertions  of  many  such. 

But  we  shall  have  a  further  view,  of  the  importance  of  piety  in  the 
rising  generation,  if  we  consider, 
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'S.  Its  influence  on  the  comfort  of  their  parents.  There  is  nothing^ 
of  an  earthly  nature,  which  so  deeply  affects  the  happiness  of  parents, 
as  the  conduct  of  their  children.  “  A  wise  son  maketh  a  glad  father  ; 
but  a  foolish  son  is  the  heaviness  of  his  mother.  My  son,  if  thine 
heart  be  wise,  my  heart  shall  rejoice ^  even  mine  :  but  the  father  of  a 
fool  hath  no  joy.^^  To  the  truth  of  these  sacred  declarations,  the  ex* 
perience  of  parents,  has  borne  the  most  ample  testimony.  With 
what  insupportable  grief  does  it  fill  their  breasts,  to  see  their  children 
Ticious  and  profligate  ?  What  anguish  wrings  their  hearts,  when  they 
think  of  all  the  fond  expectations,  which  they  have  indulged,  respect¬ 
ing  those  children,  and  which  they  have  cruelly  disappointed  ;  and  of 
all  the  kindness  they  have  shown  them,  and  for  which,  they  make  no 
other  return,  than  to  break  the  hearts,  which  have  so  often  bled  for 
them  !  And  finally,  how  painful  to  parents,  to  look  around  them,  and 
see  not  a  child,  on  whom  they  can  lean  for  support,  in  their  declining 
age  ?  From  all  this  anguish,  the  bitterness  of  which,  can  be  known 
only  by  experience,  parents  will  he  effectually  preserved,  if  their  chil¬ 
dren  early  possess  the  religion  of  Christ.  For  this  will  not  only 
secure  children  from  those  practices,  which  are  calculated  to  wound 
the  feelings  of  their  parents,  but  it  will  lead  them  to  conduct  in  a 
manner,  adapted  to  afford  them  peculiar  comfort. 

If  ' parents  possess  religion  themselves,  they  can  have  “  no  greater 
joy,  than  to  see  their  children  walking  in  the  truth.”  “  This,”  to  use 
the  language  of  an  ancient  patriarch,  “  comforts  them,  concerning  the 

•  work  and  toil  of  their  hands,”  and  makes  them  ample  amends,  for  all 
.they  have  done,  or  suffered,  for  their  children.  It  also  prepares  them 
for  the  painful  separation,  which  death  will  .;t  length  produce,  between 
them,  and  their  beloved  offspring.  Should  they  be  called  to  follow 
them, to  an  untimely- grave,  what  precious  consolation  may  they  derive 

•  from^the  evidence,  which  their  children  left  behind  them,  of  an  interest 
in  Christ  ?  The  eagerness,  with  which  bereaved  *  parents  catch  at 
every  thing,  which  can  afford  even  the  shadow  of  hope,  that  their 
deceased  offspring  have  gone  to  eternal  rest,  clearly  shows,  what  an 
unspeakable  ^leviation  of  then*  grief,  it  must  be,  to.  have  satisfactory 
evidence, .tthat  they  have  exchanged  the  sins,  and  sorrows,  of  this 
.mortal  state,  for  the  perfect  holiness  and  happiness  of  heaven. 

But  bow  overwhelming  to  parents,  must  be  the  thought,  that  their 
children  have  gone  out  of  the  world,  without  any  preparation  for 
heaven,  and  exposed  to  all  the  terrors  of  divine  wrath  !  How  dis¬ 
tressing  were  the  reflections  of  David,  on  the  death  of  Absalom,  who 
.was  cut  off  in  the  midst  of  his  wickedness  !  “  O  my  son  Absalom  ! 
my  son,  my  son  Absalom  !  Would  God  I  had  died  for  thee!  O 
Absalom,  my  son,  my  son  !” 

Or  if  parents,  as  is  generally  the  case,  die  first,  the  piety  of  their 
children  must  yeld  them  no  small  support,  on  a  dying  bed.  Their 
anxieties  will  be  relieved,  and  their  willingness  to  leave  the  world  in¬ 
creased,  by  the  reflection,  that,  though  they  must  leave  their  children 
.behind  them yet  they  leave  them  inte^rested  in  the  favor,  and  under 
the  special  protection^  of  that  gracious  Saviour,  who  has  engaged  **4o 
'  keep  them  from  falling,  and  present  them  faultless,  before  the  presence 
of  his  glory,  with  exceeding  joy  .  fei 

But,  how  must  itimbitter  their  last  moments,  should  they  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  reflect,  that  they  must  leave  their  children  behind  them,  in 
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a  corrupt  and  ensnaring  world,  and  in  ‘an  impenitent  state ;  and  that 
they  have  every  reason  to  fear,  that  their  children,  who  refused  to 
listen  to  their  affectionate  entreaties,  and  admonitions,  while  they  were 
living,  will,  after  their  decease,  become  more  open,  and  bold  in  sin,  when 
they  shall  feel  themselves  liberated  from  the  restraints,  which  paren¬ 
tal  presence,  and  authority,  imposed  upon  them.  Such  thoughts  as 
these,  have  lain,  with  a  most  oppressive  weight,  upon  the  minds  of 
many  parents,  in  a  dying  hour.  They  could  have  left  the  world  with 
pleasure,  could  they  have  left  their  children  united  to  Christ,  and 
walking  in  wisdom’s  ways. 

3.  The  importance  of  piety,  in  the  rising  generation,  will  appear,  if 
we  consider  its  influence  on  the  future  welfare*  of  our  country. 
Those,  who  are  now  in  the  middle  of  life,  and  further  advanced,  will 
soon  cease  to  be  actors  on  this  mortal  stage  ;  and  their  children  will 
come  forward  to  take  their  places,  and  fill  their  stations  ;  and  on  them 
will  devolve  the  management,  of  the  important  concerns,  of  the  com- 
niunity.  The  prosperity  of  the  country,  then,  cannot*  fiiil  to  corres¬ 
pond,  with  their  moral  character,  and  the  manner,  in  which  they 
discharge  the  various  duties  of  life.  It  is  a  truth,  written  as  plainly 
in  the  pages  of  history,  as  in  the  volume  of  Inspiration,  that  “  right¬ 
eousness  exalteth  a  nation  ;  but  sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people.”  If, 
therefore,  the  rising  generation  grow  up  strangers  to  religion  ;  if  they 
are  vicious,  profligate,  “  lovers  of  pleasures,  more  than  lovers  of 
God,”  will  they  not  bring  calamity,  and  ruin,  upon  their  country  ?  If 
they  are  legislators,  is  there  not  reason  to  fear,  that  they  will  legalize 
corruption,  and  “  frame  mischief  by  a  law”  ?  If  they  are  magis¬ 
trates,  in  whom  is  vested  the  execution  of  the  laws,  is  there  not  just 
cause  to  apprehend,  that  they  will  bear  the  sword  in  vain,  or  w^orte 
than  in  vain  ;  that  the  laws  will  be  perverted,  to  oppress  the  righteous, 
and  to  afford  protection,  and  encouragement  to  the  wicked  ?  Or,’  if 
they  occupy  private  stations,  as  it  is  certain,  that  the  greater  part  rairtt, 
will  they  not  manifest  a  spirit  of  opposition  to  wise  and  wholesome 
laws  ;  and  by  their  vices,  not  only  render  themselves  miserable,  but 
destroy  the  peace  and  welfare  of  society?  And  will  not  their  wick¬ 
edness,  draw  down  the  judgments  of  heaven,  upon  their  country  ?  For, 
has  not  the  moral  Governor  of  the  universe,  “  who  loveth  righteous¬ 
ness,  and  hateth  iniquity,”  revealed  his  determiaation,  to  frown  on 
nations,  in  proportion  as  they  become  corrupt !  *  ’  • 

Such,  then,  as  it  respects  the  prosperity  of  our  country,  are  the 
consequences  to  be  apprehended,  should  our  youth  grow  up  in  igno¬ 
rance,  and  forgetfulness,  of  God  ?  But  the  reverse  of  all  this,  will  be 
Ae case,  if  they  early  learn  to  fear  the  Lord.*  In  every  station,  in 
which  they  are  placed,  they  will  prove,  in  a  good  measure,  faithful. 
If  elevated  to  offic  3s  of  power  and  trust,  their  abilities  and  influence 
will  be  employed  to  promote  the  public  good  ;  and  by  an  exemfilary 
discharge  of  their  official  duties,  they  will  verify  the  maxim  of  Sdo- 
mon,  “  that,  when  the  righteous  are  in  authority,  the  jieople  rejoice.” 
And,  in  the  capacity  of  private  citizens,  they  will  be  patterns  of  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  laws,  and  of  every  virtue,  that  can  adorn  and  bless 
society^  .Their  prayers,  also,  will  tend  to  draw  down  the  blessing  of 
God,  on  the  land,  in  which  they  live.  *  For  the  effectual  fervent 
prayerof  a  righteous  man  availethmuch*”  / 
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4.  The  importance  of  piety  in  the  rising  generation  will  further 
appear,  if  we  consider  its  influence,  on  the  future  prosperity  of  Zion.  If 
the  church  is  continued  in  the  world,  thirty  or  forty  years  hence,  it  i^ 
obvious,  that  she  must  be  continued  in  those,  who  are  now  in  child¬ 
hood  and  youth.  If  then  they  grow  up  without  religion,  how  will  “  the 
ways  of  Zion  mourn  ?”  If  she  have  visible  members,  what  will  they 
be,  but  hypocrites,  among  whom  the  purity  of  evangelical  truth  will 
be  corrupted,  and  lost ;  and  by  whom  the  most  dangerous  errors  will 
be  embraced,  and  propagated  ?  And  what  will  be  the  character  of  her 
future  pastors  ?  Those,  who  are  now  feeding  her,  “  w’ith  knowledge 
and  understanding,”  will  ere  long,  be  removed  by  death  ;  and  without 
piety  in  the  rising  generation,  their  places,  if  filled  at  all,  will  be  fille<l 
by  those,  who  instead  of  feeding  the  church,  with  “  the  sincere  milk  of 
the  word,”  will  adulterate  and  poison  her  provision.  Of  all  the  calam¬ 
ities  to  which  she  is  exposed,  none  perhaps  is  more  to  be  deprecated, 
than  an  unconverted  ministry. 

But  if  the  rising  generation  are  partakers  of  divine  grace,  how 
bright  will  be  the  prospects  of  Zion  ?  As  her*  aged  members  are  re¬ 
moved  to  the  fchurch  triumphant,  the  youth  will  flock  id  her  standard, 
and  maintain  her  sacred  cause  ;  and  thus  she  will  “  look  forth  as  the 
morning,  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun,  and  terrible  as  an  army 
with  banners.” 

In  contemplating  the  importance  of  piety  in  the  rising  generation, 
we  may  consider, 

5.  The  auspicious  influence,  which  it  will  have  upon  their  posteri¬ 
ty.  Though  parents  cannot  communicate  grace  to  their  children,  yet, 
by  the  faithful  discharge  of  those  duties,  which  they  owe  them,  they 
may  be  the  means  of  its  bcijjg  communicated  to  them,  by  the  “  God 
of  all  grace.”  The  conversion  of  their  children  is  the  important  ob¬ 
ject,  wrhich  he  has  in  view,  in  commanding  them,  to  “  bring  them  up 
in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.”  He  designs  this,  as  the 
means  of  transmitting  religion,  from  parents  to  children,  that,  in  every 
age,  there  may  be  “  a  seed  to  serve  him,  who  shall  be  accounted  to 
him  for  a  generation.”  “  For  he  established  a  testimony  in  Jacob, 
and  appointed  a  law  in  Israel,  which  he  commanded  our  fathers,  that 
they  should  make  them  known  to  their  children  ;  that  the  generation  to 
come  might  know  them,  even  the  children  which  should  be  bom,  who 
should  arise  and  declare  them  to  their  children  ;  THAT  they  might 
set  their  hope  in  God^  and  not  forget  the  •works  of  God,  hut  keep  his 
commandments.^*  As  this  is  an  institution  oi  his  own  appointment,  so, 
when  faithfiilly  observed,  he  crowns  it  with  the  blessings  of  his  grace, 
and  affords  parents  the  happiness  of  reflecting,  that  their  prayers  and 
endeavors,  for  the  welfare  of  their  children,  have  not  been  in  vain. 
He  pours  his  spirit  upon  their  seed,  and  his  blessing  upon  their  off¬ 
spring  ;  and  causes  them  to  spring  up  as  among  the  grass,  as  willows  by 
the  watercourses,  to  subscribe  with  the  hand  to  the  Lord,  and  to  sur¬ 
name  themselves  by  the  name  of  Israel.”  It  was  to  the  blessing  of 
God,  on  the  prayers  and  instructions  of  his  pious  mother,  and  grand¬ 
mother,  that  Timothy  was  indebted  for  his  early  piety.  ‘‘  When  1  call 
to  remembrance,^’  says  Paul,  “  the  unfeigned  faith  that  is  in  thee,  which 
dwelt  first  in  thy  grand  mother  Lois  and  in  thy  mother  Eunice  ;  and  1 
am  persuaded  that  in  thee  also.”  Nor  is  this,  by  any  means,  a  solitary, 
or  uncommon  in^ance.  And  such  intances  would,  unquestionably,  be 


134 


(hi  the  importance  of  Fiely  in  the  Rising  Generatioju 


much  more  frequent,  were  parents  more  faithful.  It  is  easy  to  per¬ 
ceive  then,  that  the  character,  which  the  rising  generation  form,  will 
have  a  powerful  influence  on  the  character  of  their  future  descend¬ 
ants.  For  if  they  imbibe  the  spirit  of  the  gospel,  they  will  carry  reli¬ 
gion  into  their  families.  Their  houses  will  be  houses  of  prayer  ;  their 
children  will  be  early  taught,  both  by  precept  and  example  to  fear  the 
Lord  ;  and  thus  they  will  be  “  trained  up  in  that  way  from  which, 
when  they  are  old,  they  will  not  depart.”  And,  having  experienced 
the  blessings  of  a  religious  education  themselves,  they  will  be  solicitous 
to  impart  them  to  their  ofl'spring,  “  and  they  again  to  theirs.” 

But,  if  the  rising  generation  grow  up  in  impenitence,  the  reverse  of 
all  this  may  be  expected.  The  worship  of  God  will  be  neglected  in 
their  families  ;  their  children  will  be  suffered  to  grow  up,  without 
being  taught,  “  which  be  the  first  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God  ;” 
and  the  examples,  which  they  will  have  daily  before  their  eyes,  in¬ 
stead  of  having  any  tendency,  to  impress  their  minds  with  a  conviction 
of  the  reality,  and  necessity  of  religion,  will  rather  be  calculated,  to  , 
lead  them  to  despise  it.  Thus,  their  families  will  be  nurseries  of 
wickedness,  from  which  will  issue  a  thoughtless,  and  degenerate  race, 
to  profane  the  Sabbath,  despise  the  Gospel,  and  transmit  infidelity  and 
irreligion  to  distant  posterity.  We  may. 

In  the  last  place,  advert,  for  a  moment,  to  the  influence,  which  piety 
in  the  rising  generation,  will  have  upon  their  own  temporal,  and  eter¬ 
nal  welfare.  Whether  it  be  productive,  or  not,  of  those  happy  con- 
.sequences  to  others,  which  have  been  now  specified  ;  no  one  can  doubt, 
that  it  will  be  of  unspeakable,  and  everlasting  advantage  to  themselves. 
It  will  preserve  them  from  those  vices,  into  which  irreligious  youth  are 
ever  exposed  to  fall,  and  which  stamp  their  characters  with  lasting  dis¬ 
grace,  and  often  ruin  them  for  time,  as  Veil  as  for  eternity.  It  will 
lay  a  foundation  for  eminent  improvement  in  holiness,  and  for  distin¬ 
guished  usefulness  in  the  world.  Having  early  entered  the  ways  of 
religion,  their  path  will  be  like  the  morning  light,  “  that  shineth  more 
and  more  unto  the  perfect  day.”  Their  piety  will  yield  them  the 
richest  comfort-;  sweeten  their  earthly  blessings  ;  support  them  under 
their  outward  trials ;  enable  them  to  n^eet  death  with  serenity  and 
fortitude ;  and  prepare  them  for  “  an  exceeding  great  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory”  in  the  heavens. 

If  piety  in  the  rising  generation  is  of  such  immense  importance, 
whatever  is  calculated  to  promote  it,  must  be  important  likewise  ; 
and  whatever  has  a  tendency  to  prevent  it,  must,  of  course,  be 
pernicious,  and  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided.  In  the  light  of  this 
subject,  then,  we  may  see  the  utility,  and  importance,  of  Bible 
Classes,  Sabbath  Schools,  and  Catechetical  Instruction.  We  may 
also  see,  how  desirable  it  is,  that  school  masters,  and  all,  who  are  in¬ 
trusted  with  the  education  of  children  and  youth,  should  be  persons 
of  exemplary  piety.  Parents,  in  general,  are  by  no  means  sufliciently 
sensible,  of  the  injury  they  do  their  children,  by  selecting  irreligious 
characters  for  their  instructors. 

On  the  topics  now  alluded  to,  1  should  be  disposed  to  offer  a  few  re- 
marksj.did  not  the  limits,  which  I  have  prescribed  to  myself,  forbid. 

I  shall,  therefore,  conclude,  with  two  brief  addresses.'  And, 

i.  To  Parents.  You,  my  friends,  doubtless,  view  your  children, 
as  your  choicest  earthly  treasure.  ^r^Guard  then,  this  treasure,  with 


k 

I 

i 


y 

I 


I 

f 

L 

! 


135 


On  the  importance  of  Piety  in  the  Rising  Generation, 

the  most  scrupulous  care  ;  and  take  heed,  that  it  be  not  corrupted, 
imd  ruined,  through  your  imprudence  or  negligence.  Spare  no  pains 
to  preserve  your  children,  from  contracting  bad  habits.  Labor  to 
guard  them  against  Sabbath-breaking,  profaneness,  intemperance,  lying, 
and  all  those  vices,  to  which,  in  this  licentious  age,  they  are  peculiarly 
exposed.  Early  habituate  them  to  industry,  temperance,  and  self-gov¬ 
ernment.  Endeavor  to  secure  them  from  the  snares  of  bad  company,  in 
which,  if  they  are  once  entangled,  you  have  nothing  to  calculate  upon, 
but  their  ruin.  Strive  to  inspire  them  early,  with  a  love  for  the  Bible, 
and  to  bring  them  acquainted  with  its  interesting  contents.  Remem¬ 
ber  the  command  of  God,  to  every  parent,  “These  words,  which  I 
command  thee  this  day,  shall  he  in  thine  heart.  And  thou  shall  teach 
them  diligently  to  thy  children  ;  and  shall  talk  of  them  when  thou  sittest 
in  thine  house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way,  and  when  thou  lies! 
down,  and  when  thou  risest  up.”  Labor,  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  your 
children,  the  advantage,  and  necessity  of  early  piety  ;  and  urge  them  by 
all  the  motives,  furnished  by  time  and  eternity,  to  seek  the  Lord,  in  the 
morning  of  their  days.  And  be  sure  that  you  accompany  your  instruc¬ 
tions,  and  exhortations  to  them,  with  fervent  prayer  to  God  for  his 
blessing  ;  and  enforce  them  by  a  correspondent  example. 

Your  obligations  to  your  children  are  peculiarly  great.  The  welfare 
of  your  country,  the  prosperity  of  Zion,  the  immortal  interests  of 
future  generations,  your  own  peace  and  comfort,  and  the  temporal  and 
eternal  happiness  of  your  children,  unitedly  require  you  to  bring  them 
up  in  the  nurture,  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.”  There  is  no  way,  in 
which  you  can  probably  do  such  extensive  good,  as  by  faithfully 
performing  the  duties,  which  you  owe  to  your  offspring.  If  you 
are  unfaithful  to  them,  and  they,  in  consequence  of  it,  grow  up  in 
sin,  they  will  probably  be  unfaithful  to  their  children  ;  and  thus, 
the  evil  may  reach  to  unborn  generations.'  Indeed,  it  may  extend 
to'  a  length  and  breadth,  of  which  you  can  have  no  conceptions  at 
present.  But  could  jou  comprehend  all  its  consequences,  you 
would  be  overwhelmed  with  amazement. 

Permit  me  to  remark  further,  that,  as  God  has  committed  your 
children  to  your  care,  with  an  express  requisition  to  bring  them  up 
for  him,  so  he  will  call  you  to  a  strict  account  for  the  manner,  in  which 
you  treat  them.  Should  any  of  them  perish,  through  your  unfaithful¬ 
ness,  their  blood  will  be  required  at  your  hands.  And  when  the  right¬ 
eous  Judge  shall  make  inquisition  for  their  blood,  w  hat  w  ill  you  be  able 
to  answer  ? 

'  My  closing  address  will  be  to  children  and  youth. 

Though  you,  my  young  friends,  are  no  doubt  sensible,  that  it  is  ne¬ 
cessary,  that  you  should  possess  religion  before  you  die  ;  yet  it  is  to 
be  feared,  that  many  of  you  are  flattering  yourselves,  that  there  is  no 
necessity  of  seeking  to  obtain  it  at  present.  The  subject  however,  to 
which  we  have  been  attending,  shows  you,  that  it  is  important,  in  ev¬ 
ery  point  of  view,  that  you  should  be  early  reconciled  to  God.  Ever¬ 
lasting  consequences  are  depending  on  the  manner  in  which  you  spend 
the  season  of  youth.  This  is  the  most  valuable  period  of  your  exist¬ 
ence  ;  the  period,  in  which  your  characters  will,  probably,  be  formed, 
not  only  for  the  present  world,  but  for  eternal  ages.  And  shall  this  pe¬ 
riod  be  trifled  away  in  sin  ?  Permit  me  to^  remind  you,  that  the  God, 
who  made  and  preserves  you,  requires  you  to  engage  in  his  service, 
without  delay.  The  infinite  perfections  of  his  Nature,  the  numerous 
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blessings,  which  he  has  bestowed  upon  you,  aiid  the  still  richer  bles¬ 
sings,  that  he  is  offering  to  bestow,  indispensably  bind  you,  to  give  him 
your  hearts..  You  are  chargeable  with  the  basest  ingratitude,  and  the 
most  inexcusable  rebellion  by  withholding  from  him  the  supreme  affec¬ 
tions  of  your  souls,  and  lavishing  them  on  the  trifles  of  the  present 
world.  By  delaying  religion  therefore,  you  violate  the  most  sacred 
obligations,  and  put  in  jeopardy  your  immortal  interests.  For,  need 
you  be  reminded,  that  your  lives  are  uncertain  ?  The  future  time  of 
,  which  you  are  fondly  dreaming,  and  to  which  you  are  putting  off  re- 
repentance,  and  reconciliation  to  God,  may  never  come ;  at  least,  you 
may  be  in  eternity  before  it  arrives.  Or  if  you  are  spared,  you  may 
be  spared,  not  to  carry  into  execution  the  faint  resolutions  of  future 
amendment,  « that  you  are  now  forming,  but  to  fill  up  the  measure  of 
your  sins,  and  become  everlasting  monuments,  of  the  folly  and  danger, 
of  turning  a  deaf  ear  to  the  calls  of  God.  Every  day  you  live  in  sin, 
you  are  provoking  the  Spirit  of  grace  to  forsake  you.  Every  day, 
your  sinful  habits  are  gaining  strength,  and  acquiring  a  more  complete 
dominion  over  your  souls.  And  when  such  habits,  have  become  rooted 
and  confirmed,  how  dark  must  be  your  prospects  ?  “  Can  the  Ethio- 
pean  change  his  skin,  or  the  leopard  hiskpots  ?  then  may  ye  also  do 
good,  that  are  accustomed  to  do  evil.” 

If  procrastination  involved  neither  guilt,  nor  danger,  it  would  still, 

'  be  most  unreasonable  for  you  to  indulge  it.  Does  the  man  confined  in 
prison,  fear  that  he  shall  be  liberated  too  soon  ?  Or  does  the  slave 
wish  to  have  his  emancipation  deferred,  as  long  as  possible  ?  And  .are 
you  afraid  that  you  shall  be  too  early  “delivered  from  the  bondage  of 
corruption  and  brought  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of 
God.”  Is  it  indeed  a  privilege  and  happiness,  to  wear  the  galling 
chains  of  spiritual  slavery  ?  Religion,  my  young  friends,  is  not  that 
gloomy,  forbidding  thing,  which  those,  who  have  never  experienced  it, 
are  ready  to  imagine.  A  writer  who  learned  its  nature  from  the  spirit 
of  inspiration,  and  who  richly  tasted  its  sweetness  in  his  own  heart,  has 
described  it  as  consisting  in  “  righteousness,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the 
Holy  Ghost.”  You  are  indeed,  in  pursuit  of  happiness  ;  but  you  will 
never  taste  a  drop,  that  is  rca/,  till  you  come  to  Christ,  and  accept  of 
his  salvation.  Should  you  spend  the  whole  of  your  lives,  in  the  most 
ardent  pursuit  of  happiness,  from  worldly  objects,  you  will  but  meet 
with  a  con  tant  succession  of  disappointments,  and  at  the  close  of  your 
days,  when  summing  up  all  that  you  have  enjoyed,  you  will  be  compel¬ 
led  to  exclaim,  “  Vanity  of  vanities,  vanity  of  vanities,  all  has  been  vani¬ 
ty  and  vexation  of  spirit.”  And  thus  a  life,  spent  without  any  solid  en¬ 
joyment,  will  terminate  in  an  eternity  of  misery.  Would  you  escape 
all  this,  and  enjoy  substantial  happiness  in  life,  peace  in  death,  and  im¬ 
mortal  glory  beyond  the  grave,  listen  attentively  to  the  affectionate  ad¬ 
dress  of  Eternal  Wisdom,  “  Now,  therefore,  hearken  unto  me  O  ye 
children  ;  for  blessed  are  they  that  keep  my  ways.  Hear  instruction, 
and  be  wise,  and  refuse  it  not.  Blessed  is  the  man  that  heareth  me, 
watching  daily  at  my  gates,  waiting  at  the  posts  of  my  doors.  For  who¬ 
so  findeth  me  findeth  life,  and  shall  obtain  favor  of  the  Lord.  ,But  he 
that  sinneth  against  me  T^rongef/i  his  owm  soul:  all  they  that  hate  me 
love  deaths 
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<  Three  things  are  evidently  necessary  to  characterize  a  good  hope  ; 
viz.  good  objects^  a  good  foundation  and  the  production  of  good  fruits. 
Every  hope  embraces  an  object,  which  is  supposed  to  be  good.  This 
is  as  true  of  one  hope  as  it  is  of  another.  •  F or  hope  always  implies 
some  desire  for  the  object  hoped  for.  But  certainly  every  object  of 
desire  is  contemplated  as  a  good,  in  some  sense  or  other.  But  the 
hopes  of  men  often  embrace  objects,  which,  though  contemplated  by 
themselves  as  desirable,  are  not  however  really  good.  The  man  of 
the  world,  for  example,  may  desire  and  hope  to  amass  riches,  add  field 
to  field,  and  multiply  gold  and  silver  ^  dust.  But  indeed,  if  all  *  his 
hopes,  in  this  respect,  should  be  realized,  the  shining  acquisition  might 
do  him  no  good.  These  things  by  being  misimproved  might,  in  the  end, 
only  enhance  his  guilt  and  aggravate  his  wretchedness.  His  gold  and 
silver  cankered  and  his  garments  moth-eaten  would  appear  as  swift 
witnesses  against  him  in  the  day  of  final  retribution.  The  intemper¬ 
ate  man  may  hope,  that  at  some  future  time,  he  shall  be  better  able  to 
obtain  the  means  of  gratifying  his  insatiable  appetite  for  inebriating 
drink.  This  however,  if  he  should  accomplish  his  object,  instead  of  a 
benefit,  would  be  the  greatest  curse,  which  could  befall  him.  It  would 
only  help  to  speed  his  way,  both  soul  and  body,  to  irretrievable  ruin. 
Even  the  adulterer^  the  thief  and  the  robber  may  hope  to  find  more 
abundant  means  of  gratifying  their  various  evil  propensities  ;  when  at 
the  same  time,  this  would  only  enhance  their  guilt,  sink  them  the  deep¬ 
er  in  shame,  and  kindle  a  hotter  flame  to  torment  them,  in  the  world  of 
woe.  The  hope  of  tlie  hypocrite  and  of  the  unjust,  even  with  respect 
to  a  future  life,  also  embraces  an  object,  which  in  a  sense,  at  least,  can¬ 
not  be  good.  It  is  true  it  embraces  happiness  ;  and  happiness  of  what* 
ever  kind,  or  degree,  so  far  as  it  may  he  enjoined  without  injury  to 
others,  and  without  wronging  our  own  souls,  must  be  a  good.  But  any 
present  happiness  of  an  individual,  which  would  either  be  injurious  to 
others,  or  diminish  the  happiness,  which  he  himself  might  enjoy,  on 
the  whole,  cannot,  all  things  considered  be  a  good.  >  Indeed,  in  order 
that  happiness  of  any  kind,  may  be  a  good  on  the  whole,  it  must  be 
enjoyed  in  a  way,  which  is  consistent  with  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
good  of  his  kingdom.  But  the  unjust  or  wicked  man,  who  hopes  for 
future  happiness,  has  no  regard  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  his 
kingdom.  Let  his  own  happiness  be  secured,  and  be  has  no  concern 
what  becomes  of  God’s  glory,  or  the  general  good.  Strictly,  there¬ 
fore,  his  hope  does  not  embrace  any  objects,  which  are  really  good. 
For,  if  God  should  make  him  happy,  in  the  way,  in  which  he  wou/d  be 
happy,  He  would  bring  dis  honour  upon  his  own  glorious  name,  and 
mar,  if  not  utterly  destroy,  the  happiness  of  his  kingdom.  But,  a  gos¬ 
pel  hope,  while  it  embraces  personal  happiness,  embraces  it  only  in  a 
way,  which  is  consistent  with  the  divine  glory,  and  the  highest  happi¬ 
ness  of  the  kingdom  of  Jehevah.  Hence  it  embraces  objects,  that  are 
really  good  and  valuable.  That  he  may  be  finally  and  consumately 
happy,  in  the  presence  and  enjoyment  of  God,  there  are  several  things 
which  the  Christian  hopes  may  be,  consistently  with  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  good  of  his  kingdom,  granted  to  him.  Several  of  these  will  be 
noticed  somewhat  particularly. 

First.  One  object,  which  a  good  hope  embraces,  is  the  pardon  of 
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sin,  in  a  way  consistent  with  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  his 
kingdom.  He,  who  has  a  good  hope,  has  been  made  deeply  sensible 
of  the  evil  of  sin  ;  and  particularly,  of  his  own  exceeding  vileness. 
Sin  is  embittered  to  him.  Instead  of  rolling  it  as  a  sweet  morsel  un¬ 
der  his  tongue,  he  abhors  it  as  an  odious  burden.  He  sees  that  it  is  ^ 
full  of  turpitude  and  guilt ;  and  that  he  has  himself  been  chargeable 
with  it,  in  numberless  instances.  Wherefore  with  Job  he  abhors  him¬ 
self,  and  repents  in  dust  and  ashes.  And  while  he  repents  and  turns 
from  the  ways  of  sin,  he  feels  that  God  might  justly  forever  withhold 
his  favor  from  him,  and  leave  him  to  perish  in  his  iniquities  ;  to  eat  the 
fruit  of  his  own  way,  and  be  tilled  with  his  own  devices.  His  language 
is,  “  Against  thee,  thee  only  have  I  sinned,  and  done  this  evil  in  thy 
sight,  that  thou  mightest  be  justitied  when  thou  speakest,  and  clear  when 
thou  judgest.”  And  such  is  now  his  love  for  God,  and  regard  for  his 
glory,  that  he  has  no  desire  to  be  saved  in  a  way,  which  would  bring 
dishonor  upon  Jehovah’s  name,  and  destroy  the  happiness  of  his  king¬ 
dom.  The  language  of  his  very  heart  is,  ‘‘  Hallowed  be  thy  name.’* 

“  Let  God  be  gloritied.”  Yet  knowing  that  God  has  opened  a  way  in 
which  he  can  be  glorious  in  holiness,  even  while  he  pardons  the  chief  of 
sinners  who  repent,  here  he  rests  his  hope.  Guilty  as  he  is,  and  much 
as  he  deserves  the  dan^nation  of  hell,  he  still  hopes  it  may  be  consistent 
with  God’s  glory,  and  the  good  of  his  kingdom,  that  all  his  sins  should 
be  pardoned  for  Christ’s  sake,  and  that  he  may  be  justitied  freely  by 
ilivine  grace. 

Secondly.  Another  object,  which  a  good  hope  embraces,  is  sanctifi¬ 
cation  ;  deliverance  from  sin  itself,  as  well  as  from  its  bitter. consequen¬ 
ces.  He  who  has  a  good  hope,  neither  expects  nor  desires  to  obtain 
■salvation,  while  sin  has  dominion  over  him.  At  present,  however, 
though  he  has  exercised  some  repentance  towards  God,  be  finds  that, 
at  best,  he  is  sanctified  only  in  part.  Vile  and  hateful  as  sin  appears, 
be  still  finds  himself  infected  with  it.  He  still  finds  a  law  in  his  mem¬ 
bers  warring  against  the  law  of  his  mind,  and  bringing  him  into  captivi¬ 
ty  to  the  law  of  sin.  The  flesh  lusteth  against  the  spirit,  and  the  spir¬ 
it  against  the  flesh,  and  these  are  contrary,  the  one  to  the  other,  so  that 
he  cannot  do  the  things  that  he  would.  When  he  looks  into  his  heart, 
he  finds  in  it  many  unholy  affections  and  desires.  He  finds  an  unsancti¬ 
fied  disposition  lurking  within  and  constantly  struggling  to  lead  him 
astray  from  the  path  of  duty,  and  sink  him  down  into  a  state  of  sloth 
and  indolence.  When  he  compares  himself  with  God’s  holy  law,  that 
perfect  standard  of  moral  rectitude,  he  finds  that  -  in  many  things  he 
offends,  and  in  all  things  comes  short  of  the  glory  of  God.  His  evil 
propensities  and  unsanctified  affections  occasion  him  much  trouble 
and  pain,  so  that  he  groans  earnestly,  being  burdened.  And  often  is 
the  language  of  his  supplication,  at  the  throne  of  grace,  Wash  me 
Aoroughly  from  mine  iniquity,  and  cleanse  me  from  my  sin.”  And  be 
indulges  a  pleasing  hope,  that  through  grace,  a  time  will  come  ;  when 
he  shall  be  set  entirely  free  from  its  influence,  be  cleansed  from  all 
its  stains,  and  be  admitted  to  walk  in  the  glorious  and  perfect  liberty  of 
the  sons  of  God. 

Thirdly.  A  good  hope  embraces,  a  glorious  resurrection  from  the 
dead.  The  believer  in  Christ  well  knows,  that  shortly  his  outward 
house  of  this  tabernacle  shall  be  dissolved.  He  knows  that  this  frail 
tenement  of  clay  shall  be  taken  down,  become  food  for  worms,  and  be 
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reduced  to  its  original  dust.  But  he  does  not  apprehend,  that  death 
is  to  be  the  extinction  of  his  being  ;  nor  even  that  it  shall  forever 
separate  the  soul  and  body.  He  believes  that  his  Saviour  was  subject¬ 
ed  to  death,  and  rose  again  from  the  dead,  triumphing  over  death  and 
the  grave  ;  and  that  through  Jesus  is  preached  the  resurrection  fronre 
the  dead.  He  believes  that  as  Jesus  died  and  rose  again,  even  so  them 
that  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring  with  him.  He  views  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Christ  from  the  dead,  as  a  pledge  of  his  own  resurrection. 
“’Now  is  Christ  risen  from  the  dead  and  become  the  first  fruits  of 
them  that  slept.”  He  looks  forward,  therefore,  beyond  death,  beyond 
the  grave,  beyond  corruption,  and  feels  a  lively  hope,  that  his  mortal 
body  shall  at  last  arise  from  the  long  slumbers  of  the  tomb,  and  be 
made  like  unto  Christ’s  glorious  body  ;  incorruptible,  without  blemish, 
subject  to  no  more  decay,  no  longer  an  occasion  of  sin,  and  no  longer 
subject  to  want  or  pain.  Says  an  eminent  divine,  “  Whatever  have 
been  the  disputes  about  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  no*  man  can  de¬ 
ny,  that  it  teaches  the  resurrection  of  the  body.  The  very  gates  of 
hell,  in  the  shape  of  that  unhallowed  philosophy,  which  fritters  away 
its  most  precious  truths,  into  eastern  metaphors  and  Jewish  allegories, 
have  not  ventured  to  tamper  with  the  faith  of  the  resurrection. .  This 
stands  confessed  a  Christian  peculiarity.  “  But  how,”  he  supposes, 
an  individual  objector  to  ask,  “  how  are  these  transformations  to  be 
made  ?”  To  which  he  answers,  “  How  ?  By  that  same  power,  which 
calleth  things  which  are  not  as  though  tliey  were.  God  shall  bring 
his  risen  ones  with  Jesus  Christ.  This  is  our.  short  .answer.  I  cannot 
open  my  ears  to  the  objections  of  unbelief.  W  e  are  upon  too  high  ground, 
to  stoop  to  the  caviller,  who  marshals  his  ignorance  and  imbecility 
against  the  knowledge  and  the  might  of  God.  Let  him  puzzle  himself 
with  his  theories  of  personal  identity  ;  let  him  talk  about  one  part  of 
the  body  interred  in  Asia,  another  in  Africa,  and  a  third  in  Europe  ; 
let  him  ask.  as  m;my  questions  as  he  can  devise,  about  limbs  devoured 
by  ravenous  animals,  and  become,  by  nutrition,  part  of  their  bodies  ; 
which  bodies  have  passed,  by  the  same  process,  into  other  animals  ; 
and  these  in  their  turn  consumed  by  m.m,  and  incorporated  in  a  new 
human  body  ;  let  him  ask  such  questions  and  ten  thousand  like  them. 
Has  he  done  ?  Dost  n  thou  not,  therefore,  err,  not  knowing  the 
Scriptures,  nor  the  power  of  God  ?  It  will  be  time  enough  for  thee 
to  plead  thy  difficulties,  when  God  shall  commit  to  thee  the  raising  of 
the  dead.  For  us  it  is  sufficient^  that  he  who  rears  up  the  living 
blade  from  the  rotted  grain,  will  be  at  no  loss  to  raise  up  an  incorrup¬ 
tible  from  a  corruptible  body,  through  what  forms  and  v'arieties  soever 
it  might  have  passed.’*  This  glorious  change,  therefore,  whatever 
difficulties  the  proud  reason  of  man  may  urge,  a  good  hope  does  not 
fail  to  embrace. 

Fourthly.  A  good  hope  embraces  eternal  happiness,  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  and  enjoyment  of  God,  and  in  the  society  of  angels  and  glorified 
saints.  He  who  has  a  good  hope  has  set  his  affections  on  things  above. 
To  heaven  he  looks,  as  to  his  everlasting  home.  To  the  presence  of 
God  he  looks  for  fulness  of  joy  ;  and  at  his  right  hand  he  expects 
pleasures  forevermore.  His  Saviour  has  taught  him  that  he  has  gone 
before,  to  prepare  mansions  for  his  followers  in  his  father’s  house 
and  that  he  will  come  again  and  receive  them  unto  himself,  that  where 
is,  there  they  may  be  also.  Tbeo  they  shall  hunger  no  more,  nei- 
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Iher  shall  they  thirst  any  more,  but  all  tears  shall  be  wiped  from  theif 
eyes.  Then  they  shall  see  as  they  are  seen  and  know  as  they  are 
known.  There  they  shall  unite  with  all  the  angelic  host  and  with  all 
the  saints  in  glory,  in  one  harmonious  concert  of  praise  to  God  and 
4o  Christ,  and  to  him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne  and  to  the  Lamb, 
forever  and  ever.  Such  glorious  prospects  excited,  in  the  mind  of 
Paul,  an  ardent  desire  to  depart  and  to  be  with  Christ.  Such  is  the 
glorious  rest  that  remains  for  the  people  of  God.  Such  is  the  rest 
and  such  the  happiness,  which  a  good  hope  embraces.  It  is  to  be 
%vith  Christ  and  to  see  him  as  he  is.  But  it  must  be  observed,  as  has 
been  already  intimated, 

2.  That  a  good  hope  must  rest  on  a  good  foundation.  However 
valuable  the  objects  hoped  for  may  be  ;  yet,  if  there  is  no  substantial 
ground  for  the  hope,  the  hope  itself  cannot  be  good.  It  cannot  be  the 
hope  that  maketh  not  ashamed.  In  attending  to  the  foundation  of  a 
good  hope,  two  things  ought  to  be  carefully  considered.  One  is  the 
foundation  which  God  has  laid  for  the  salvation  of  sinners  ;  and  the 
other ^  whether  we  are  truly  building  on  this  foundation. 

First  The  foundation  which  God  has  laid  for  the  salvation  of  sin¬ 
ners  will  be  considered.  What  this  is,  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  their  Bibles  can  be  at  no  loss.  Said  the  Redeemer,  “  I  am  the 
way  and  the  truth  and  the  life.”  “  No  man  cqmeth  unto  the  Father, 
but  by  me.”  And  Paul  said,  “  Other  foundation  can  no  man  lay, 
than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ.”  Peter  also  unites  his  testi¬ 
mony  and  says,  “  Neither  is  there  salvation  in  any  other,  for  there  is 
no  other  name  given  under  heaven  among  men,  whereby  we  must  be 
saved.”  And  this  is  a  sure  foundation.  It  is  the  stone,  which  Jeho¬ 
vah  has  laid  in  Zion,  and  declared  concerning  it,  that  it  is  a  tried 
stone  ;  di  precious  corner  stone  ;  and  that  he'  who  believeth  shall  not 
make  haste.  On  this  sure  foundation,  therefore,  all  good  hope  must  rest. 
If  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  ;  if  there  is  no  other  name  given 
under  Jieaven  among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved  ;  then,  cer¬ 
tainly,  no  good  hope  can  rest  on  any  other.  The  apostle,  therefore, 
speaks  of  Christ  as  our  hope  itself  But, 

Secondly^  that  one  may  have  a  good  hope,  he  must  build  on  this  foun¬ 
dation.  *  God  has  not  laid  this  foundation  in  Zion,  that  mankind  may  be 
saved,  whether  they  huild  upon  it  or  not.  The  design  of  its  being 
laid  is,  that  those  who  actually  build  upon  it,  may  be  saved.  It  is  laid, 
that  every  one  who  “  believeth  may  have  everlasting  life.”  But  not¬ 
withstanding  this  foundation,  he  who  believeth  not  must  be  damned. 

What  is  it  then  to  build  on  this  foundation  ?  It  is,  in  brief,  humbly ^ 
penitently,  and  in  the  exercise  of  faith,  to  receive  Jesus  Christ,  as  an 
all  sufficient  Redeemer  and  Saviour,  as  he  is  offered  in  the  gospel.  He, 
who  truly  builds  here,  realizing  that  he  is  a  poor  miserable  sinner  ; 
that  his  heart  is  depraved,  and  his  life  wicked  ;  renounces  all  depend- 
ance  on  any  fancied  innocence,  or  righteousness,  or  good  works  of  his 
own,  and  relies  for  pardon  and  acceptance  with  God,  entirely,  on  the 
merits  and  atonement  of  Christ.  He  receives  him  cordially  and  affec¬ 
tionately,  as  the  chief  among  ten  thousand  and  one  altogether  lovely. 
He  is  pleased  with  him,  in  all  his  offices  and  work,  as  the  Redeemer 
and  Saviour  of  lost  men.  On  his  atonement  he  relies,  and  in  his  gov¬ 
ernment  he  rejoices.  The  laws  of  his  kingdom  are  his  delight,  and  he 
would  walk  in  bis  commandments  and  ordinances  blameless.  To  him 
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lie  looks  as  the  author  and  finisher  of  his  faith  ;  who  for  the  joy  that 
was  set  before  him,  endured  the  cross  despising  the  shame  ;  and  he 
aims  tp  run  with  patience  the  race  set  before  him.  In  a  word,  Christ 
has  been  made  of  God  unto  him,  “  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctifica¬ 
tion  and  redemption  and  is  formed  in  him  the  hope  of  glory.  He 
has  something  of  the  spirit  of  Christ  ;  and  being  in  him,  he  is  a  new 
creature  ;  old  things  are  passed  away  ;  and  behold  all  things  are  be¬ 
come  new.  Thus  his  hope  is  a  good  hope  because  it  rests  experi¬ 
mentally^  on  the  foundation  which  God  has  laid  in  Zion.  Being  wash¬ 
ed  and  sanctified  and  justified,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by 
the  spirit  of  our  God,  that  good  work  is  begun  in  him,  which  will  be 
performed,  “  until  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

3.  A  good  hope  must  produce  good  fruits.  In  considering  the  fruits 
of  a  good  hope  two  things  should  be  noticed. 

First.  A  good  hope  excites  to  holiness  and  good  works.  It  is  well 
known,  that  a  hope  of  worldly  things  inclines  men  to  use  means  to  ob¬ 
tain  them.  Even  the  hope  of  some  sinful  indulgence,  often  influen¬ 
ces  to  great  engagedness  in  pursuit  of  the  object,  by  those  means  which 
are  supposed  necessary  to  its  attainment.  So  a  good  hope  has  a  pow¬ 
erful  influence  on  the  mind,  and  uniformly  stimulates  the  subject  of  it 
.  to  persevere  in  holiness.  If  men  possess  a  hope,  which  encourages 
them  to  indulge  any  of  their  unholy  propensities  ;  or  renders  them  ea¬ 
sy  in  a  state  of  spiritual  sloth  and  negligence  ;  or  encourages  them  to 
continue  in  the  neglect  of  any  known  duty  ;  this  surely  cannot  be  a 
good  hope.  In  the  ways  of  sin,  indeed,  men  may  indulge  a  hope, 
which  keeps  them  from  sinking  in  despair,  for  the  present  ;  a  hope 
which  induces  false  security  and  false  peace.  But  this  is  a  hope, 
which  shall  perish  and  make  ashamed.  For,  without  holiness  no  man 
shall  see  the  Lord.  But  as  we  have  seen,  the  Christian  hopes,  not  for 
impunity  in  sin  ;  but  for  pardon  ;  for  sanctification,  for  the  enjoyment 
of  God,  and  a  holy  heaven.  These  things  are  objects  of  his  earnest  de¬ 
sire.  They-mtxsi  therefore,  have  a  holy  influence.  While  this  pre¬ 
cious  hope  animates  and  encourages  the  Christian  in  his  course,  it  con¬ 
stantly  excites  him,  to  forget  the  things  that  are  behind,  and  to  press 
towards  the  niark,  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord.  It  constantly  excites  him  to  deny  all  ungodliness, 
and  live  soberly  and  righteously  in  this  present  evil  world.  Agreea¬ 
bly  to  this,  the  language  of  the  apostle  John  to  his  Christian  brethren 
was,  “  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God  ;  and  it  doth  not  yet  ap¬ 
pear  what  we  shall  be  ;  but  we  know,  that  when  he  shall  appear,  we 
shall  be  like  him*,  for  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is.  And  every  man,  that 
hdXh  this  hope  in  him^  purijieth  himself  ,  even  as  he  is  pure.^^  This  is 
the  legitimate  effect  of  a  good  hope.  But, 

Secondly.  A  good  hope  produces  consolation  in  seasons  of  adversit}', 

.  and  in  the  hour  of  death.  False  hopes  do  not  much  carry  the  affec¬ 
tions  and  views  of  persons  forward  to  a  better  world  and  to  better 
things.  Such  hopes  therefore,  afford  but  little  consolation,  when  the 
comforts  of  this  life  are  either  taken  away,  or  embittered.  But  he, 
who  has  a  good  hope,  has  his  affections  placed  on  things  above,  and  al¬ 
ways  has  reason  to  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.  Through  the 
promise  and  oath  of  Jehovah,  he  may  always,  however  afBicted  and  tri¬ 
ed,  have  strong  consolation,  having  fled  for  refuge  to  the  hope  set  be¬ 
fore  him  ;  which  hope  he  has  as  an  anchor  to  the  soul  both  sure  and 
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stedfast.  He  may  well  count,  that  the  sufferings  of  the  present  time 
are  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  which  shall  be  revealed 
in  him.  Nay,  more,  his  light  afBictions  themselves,  which  are  but  for 
a  moment,  work  out  for  him  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory.  Hence  he  may  even  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow 
of  death,  and  fear  no  evil  ;  looking  forward  beyond  the  grave,  with  a 
joyful  expectation  of  a  glorious  immortality  ;  triumphing  over  the  last 
enemy,  and  saying,  O  death,  where  is  thy  sting  ?  O  grave,  where  is 
thy  victory  ? 

And  now,  reader  what  is  the  character  of  your  hope  ?  What  are  the 
objects^  which  it  embraces  ?  Does  it  embrace,  particularly,  pardon  of 
sin  ;  and  this  in  a  way  consistent  with  God’s  glory  ?  Does  it  embrace 
sanctification  ?  Is  it  a  hope  that  you  shall  eventually  become  perfectly 
holy  ?  Does  it  embrace  a  holy  happiness,  in  the  enjoyment  and  favor 
of  God  ?  A  groundless  hope  has  no  proper  respect  to  these  objects. 
The  hypocrite  hopes  for  pardon,  indeed  ;  but  in  this  he  has  no  res¬ 
pect  to  the  glory  of  God.  He  desires  to  be  pardoned,  merely  that  he 
may  escape  punishment.  Neither  is  he  concerned  about,  deliverance 
from  sin,  only  so  far  as  he  believes  it  necessary,  that  he  may  escape 
misery.  Let  him  be  happy,  and  it  is  all  he  desires.  Or,  if  he  has  any 
preference,  he  would  choose  happiness  in  sin,  rather  than  in  a  way  of 
sanctification.  Though  his  hope  embraces  future  happiness,  it  is  not 
a  holy  happiness,  which  he  desires.  In  God  and  his  holy  service, ,  he 
has  no  ^delight.  If  this  describes  your  hope,  beware  and  tremble. 
Give  up  this  delusive  hope,  before  it  make  you  forever  ashamed.  Flee 
to  Christ,  while  a  good  hope  is  attainable. 

Again,  Examine  the  hope  you  cherish,  as  to  its  foundation.  A  good 
hope  has  Christ  for  its  foundation  ;  and  is  connected  with  a  work  of 
grace  begun  in  the  soul.  But  a  groundless  hope  does  not  truly  rest  on 
Christ,  and  his  mediation  and  atonement,  and  has  no  connetion  with  a 
work  of  grace.  It  is  not  indulged,  because  the  subject  of  it  finds  evi¬ 
dence,  that  his  heart  is  renewed,  and  his  affections  and  desires  sanctifi¬ 
ed.  For,  in  truth,  he  finds  no  such  evidence.  How  is  it,  reader,  in 
this  respect,  with  your  hope  ?  Has  it  Christ  alone  for  its  foundation  ? 
Do  you  indulge  it  just  so  far,  as  you  find  good  evidence,  that  a  work  of 
grace  has  been  wrought  in  your  heart  by  the  power  of  God  ?  Do  you 
hope,  because  you  believe  your  heart  has  been  changed,  and  your  af¬ 
fections  sanctified  ?  If  not,  beware,  that  you  build  not  on  a  false  foun¬ 
dation,  that  the  storm  of  wrath  will  utterly  sweep  away  and  destroy  in 
the  day  of  judgment. 

Again,  examine  your  hope,  qs  to,  the  fruits,  which  it  produces.  A 
good  hope  produces  good  fruits.  The  subject  of  it  desires  and  strives 
to  be  holy.  He  makes  it  his  great  concern  to  watch  and  pray,  and 
grow  in  grace.  He  desires  to  abound  more  and  more,  in  all  those 
fruits  of  righteousness,  which  are  by  Jesus  Christ,  to  the  glory  and 
praise  of  God.  But  a  groundless  hope  has  no  such  influence.  On  the 
contrary,  it  induces  a  careless,  lifeless  frame,  and  great  indifference  to¬ 
wards  the.  things  of  God.  It  may  be,  indeed,  that  it  influences  to  open 
impiety  and  wickedness,  emboldening  the  subject  to  continue  in  impen¬ 
itence  and  sin.  Perhaps  having  a  presumptive  hope,  he  takes  encour- 
'  agement  to  cast  off  fear  and  restrain  prayer  before  God,  and  to  increase 
to  more  ungodliness.  If  hope  in  any  measure  produces  this  effect,  it 
is  certainly  a  bad  hope.  It  will  eventually  make  ashamed.  Examine 
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yourself  well,  on  this  ground.  It  is  infinitely  important  that  you  un¬ 
derstand  the  nature  and  character  of  your  hope.  The  time  will  soon 
come  when  your  hope  must  be  brought  to  the  test — Death  and  judg¬ 
ment  will  give  it  a  solemn  trial.  If,  at  death,  your  hope  fail  you, 
how  awful  will  be  your  state !  The  triumphing  of  the  wicked  is  short, 
and  the  joy  of  the  hypocrite  but  for  a  moment.  “  When  a  wicked  man 
diethhis  expectation  shall  perish  ;  the  hope  of  unjust  men  perisheth.’^ 

E.  F. 


From  the  Utica  Christian  Repository. 

THE  MAINTENANCE  OF  DOCTRINAL  TRUTH  ESSENTIAL  TO  THE  PERMA¬ 
NENCE  OF  BENEVOLENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

It  has  been  very  painful  to  me  to  hear,  as  I  sometimes  have  heard, 
such  phrases  as,  ‘‘  the  orthodox  party,”  and  “  the  practical  party and 
such  a  one  “  has  gone  over  from  the  side  of  orthodoxy  to  the  side  ofprac- 
tieal  religion.”  What  can  be  meant  ?  Is  a  right  belief  opposed  to  a  right 
practice,  and  a  right  practice  opposed  to  a  right  belief?  I  profess 
to  be  a  friend  to  orthodoxy  and  to  practical  religion  both  ;  and  I  am  so 
far  from  seeing  any  inconsistency  between  them,  that  I  suppose  they 
are  seldom  separated  in  this  world.  Indeed,  I  always  suspect  those 
pretensions  to  orthodoxy  which  are  not  found  in  connection  with 
right  practice,  and  those  pretensions  to  practical  religion  which  are 
not  connected  with  right  belief.  The  bible  speaks  of  the  belief  of 
the  truth  as  the  means  of  making  men  holy,  and  the  belief  of  error  as 
the  means  of  eternal  destruction.  It  is  possible^  indeed,  that  some 
have  professed  a  right  belief,  and  been  forward  to  talk  in  its  favor, 
who  have  not  recommended  it  by  their  practice.  And  it  is  possible, 
also,  that  the  practice  of  some  has  been  so  good  in  appearance,  as  to 
gain  for  them  the  reputation  of  being  truly  pious,  whose  belief  has 
not  been  correct.  Both  these,  however,  are  exceptions  from  a  gene¬ 
ral  rule,  and  they  are  so  rare  as  not  to  affect  its  general  truth.  Strict 
sentiment  and  strict  practice  have  been  usually  found  together,  in  all 
ages  of  the  church  ;  and  so  have  loose  sentiments  and  loose  practice. 

It  fs  not  my  intention,  however,  to  discuss  the  general  subject  at 
this  time,  but  only  a  particular  branch  of  it.  One  of  the  ways  in 
which  practical  piety  is  expressed  at  the  present  day  is,  in  the  support 
of  benevolent  institutions — those  institutions  which  have,  for  their 
object,  the  alleviation  of  human  misery  by  the  means  which  Infinite 
Wisdom  has  prescribed,  the  universal  spread  of  the  gospel.  And  my 
object  is,  to  show,  that  the  maintenance  of  doctrinal  truth  is  essential 
to  the  permanence  of  these  institutions — that  these  institutions  are 
so  connected  with  the  cause  of  orthodoxy,  that  if  that  declines,  these 
institutions  will  also  decline,  or  be  diverted  from  tlieir  present  object. 
Perhaps  some  readers  will  think  this  point  so  plain  as  not  to  need  any 
proof.  They  will  be  ready  to  ask,  what  is  orthodoxy,  but  the  belief  of 
those  truths  which  the  gospel  teaches  ?  and  what  is  the  object  of  these 
benevolent  institutions,  but  to  spread  through  the  world  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  those  same  truths,  and  to  bring  all  men  to  the  belief,  and  love, 
and  practice  of  them  ?  But  though  the  truth  of  my  position  may  ap- 
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pear  veay  j3lain  to  some,  it  is  doubtless  the  fact,  that  many  think  it 
untrue.  Many  appear  to  think,  that  the  cause  of  orthodoxy,  and  the 
cause  of  Christian  benevolence,  are  distinct  and  opposite  causes,  and  that 
those  who  are  advocates  of  the  one  cannot  be  advocates  of  the  other. 
And  some  appear  to  have  this  impression  so  strongly,  as  to  think  they 
cannot  better  express  their  devotedness  to  the  one,  than  by  casting 
some  contempt  upon  the  other.  I  am  acquainted  with  some  who  pro¬ 
fess  to  be  warm  advocates  of  the  cause  of  Christian  benevolence, 
who  think  very  lightly  of  doctrinal  reading  and  doctrinal  preaching. 
They  think  the  time  lost,  which  is  spent  in  elucidating  and  defending 
the  great  truths  of  the  gospel.  They  wish  never  to  read  or  to  hear 
any  thing  on  that  subject.  They  wish  all  the  energies  of  ministers 
and  churches  to  be  directed  to  the  support  of  our  benevolent  institu¬ 
tions.  And  they  think,  if  these  are  only  attended  to,  all  will  be  well. 
Such  feelings  as.these,  if  I  do  not  very  much  mistake,  ’are  prevailing 
to  a  great  extent.  And  the  consciousness  of  an  attachment  to  the 
cause  of  benevolence,  and  of  indifference  or  opposition  to  the  cause  of 
orthodoxy  is,  to  such  persons,  a  proof,  that  those  causes  have  no 
connection  with  each  other.  For  the  sake  of  those,  then,  who  have 
such  impressions,  1  would  present  the  following  considerations  : 

1 .  There  cannot  be  any  more  love  of  the  gospel  than  there  is  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  gospel.  We  may  believe  and  love  and  practice  all  we 
know  of  it  ;  but  that  part  of  it  of  which  we  are  ignorant  is  the  same 
to  us  as  if  it  did  not  exist.  Where  there  is  much  knowledge  of  the 
gospel,  there  may  be  much  love  of  the  gospel  ;  but  where  there  is  but 
little  knowledge  of  the  gospel,  there  can  be  but  little  love  of  the. gos¬ 
pel.  If  we  love  all  of  the  gospel  that  we  know’,  therefore,  and  know 
but  little,  our  love  of  it  must  be  little.  But  if  some  parts  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  that  we  do  know  are  not  loved,  our  love  of  the  gospel  becomes 
still  less.  The  orthodox  are  those  who  know  and  believe  the  princi¬ 
pal  truths  of  the  gospel.  Those  who  are  not  orthodox  do  not  know, 
or  do  not  believe,  so  much.  It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  those  who  are 
not  orthodox  cannot  have  so  much  love  of  the  gospel  as  those  can 
who  are  orthodox.  Now,  I  think  it  is  equally  plain,  that  those  who 
love  the  gospel  must  desire  its  spread ;  and  that  the  desire  for  the 
spread  of  the  gospel,  which  proceed  from  the  love  of  the  gos¬ 
pel,  must  be  strong  or  weak,  just  in  proportion  to  that  love 
of  the  gospel  from  which  it  proceeds.  Those,  therefore,  who 
are  not  orthodox,  cannot  have  so  strong  a  desire  of  this  kind  for 
the  spread  of  the  gospel,  as  those  can  who  are  orthodox.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain,  therefore,  that  of  two  Christians,  equally  well  disposed,  accord¬ 
ing  to  what  they  know,  he  that  is  the  most  orthodox  has  the  most  love 
of  the  gospel,  and  the  strongest  desire  of  the  right  kind  for  its  univer¬ 
sal  promulgation.  It  is  desirable,  therelbre,  Christian  reader,  that 
you  should  be  more  fully  instructed  in  what  the  gospel  contains,  and 
know  more  of  it,  that  you  may  love  it  more,  and  have  a  stronger  de¬ 
sire  for  its  spread  ;  that  you  may  be  more  decided '  and  ardent  in  your 
attachment  to  the  cause  of  Christian  benevolence,  and  may  be  dispo¬ 
sed  to  make  greater  exertions  for  the  support  of  all  benevolent  in¬ 
stitutions.  But,  perhaps  you  will  say,  you  are  not  so  orthodox  as  your 
neighbor,  and  yet  you  are  more  disposed  to  assist  in  the  spread  of  the 
gospel  than  he  is.-  Perhaps  he' does  not  do  as  well  as  he  knows  ;  and 
perhaps  you  do  not  do  as  well  as  you  know.  But  how  has  it  been  with 
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you  ?  Have  you  found  that  an  increase  of  your  knowledge  of  the 
gospel  has  diminished  your  love  of  the  gospel  ?  If  it  has,  that  is  a 
bad  mark  against  your  Christian  character.  But  if  it  has  not,  why 
should  you  think  it  has  had  that  effect  upon  your  neighbours  ? 

2.  That  aid  which  is  given  to  benevolent  institutions  from  other  mo¬ 
tives  than  the  love  of  the  gospel,  cannot  be  permanently  depended  on. 
There  are,  no  doubt,  many  other  motives  which  lead  to  a  temporary 
support  of  these  institutions.  Those  who  are  not  Christians,  even  by 
profession,  often  give  something  for  their  support.  .  What  such  per¬ 
sons  do,  cannot  proceed  from  love  of  the  gospel,  for  they  have  none. 
It  must  proceed  from  other  motives.  And  so  it  is,  doubtless,  many 
times,  with  Christians  themselves.  Other  motives  influence  them  also. 
They  are  influenced,  in  some  measure,  by  the  love  of  the  gospel  ;  but 
they  are  liable  to  act,  in  this  matter,  from  other  motives,  as  well  as  oth- 
er  men.  But  all  motives,  other  than  the  love  of  the  gospel,  are  so 
dependent  for  their  existence  on  the  circumstances  of  the  moment,  or 
from  their  very  nature  so  soon  cease  to  operate,  that  the  aid  which  is 
derived  from  them  cannot  be  permanently  depended  oh.  Novelty  has 
had  its  influence.  Many  have  given  sometlung  to  aid  an  institution, 
when  it  was  new,  who  have  ceased  to  give  as  soon  as  the  charm  of 
novelty  ceased.  Sympathy  has  had  its  influence.  When  the  distres¬ 
sed  state  of  the  miserable  heathen  has  been  depicted  in  glowing  colours 
it  has  excited  the  sensibilities  of  many,  and  induced  them  to  give  freely. 
But  when  the  same  description  is  repeated,  it  has  less  influence  ;  and 
having  become  familiar,  it  has  little  or  none.  The  hope  of  immediate 
and  great  success  has  probably  stimulated  many  to  give  largely  for 
once,  or  for  a  few  times,  in  the  expectation  of  not  continuing  to  do  so. 
The  love  of  worldly  glory  has  had  its  influence.  The  greatness  of 
the  object,  and  the  expectation  of  sharing  in  the  honor  of  accomplish¬ 
ing  it  has  kindled  a  kind  of  enthusiasm,  like  that  which  animates  the 
soldier  to  rush  to  the  field  of  battle.  But  a  few  disappointments  soon 
cool  the  ardor  of  such.  The  wish  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  mean¬ 
ness  and  covetousness,  and  to  establish  and  maintain  a  high  character 
among  men,  may  have  influenced  some.  The  desire  to  be  thought  lib¬ 
eral,  generous,  and  public  spirited,  or  more  than  commonly  pious  and 
devoted  Christians,  may  have  induced  them  to  give  to  be  seen  of  men. 
But  when  this  object  is  attained,  or  becomes  unattainable  in  this  way, 
the  motive  ceases  to  operate.  Some  are  influenced  by  the  example  of 
others,  and  will  give  or  withhold,  as  others  do.  Some  are  influenced  by 
personal  regard  to  the  individuals  employed  or  to  be  employed  or  sup¬ 
ported.  When  that  motive  ceases,  their  interest  in  the  work  will 
cease.  Some  have  given  because  they  have  been  solicited^  merely  to 
free  themselves  from  the  trouble  of  solicitation.  Such  have  felt  no 
interest  in  the  work  itself :  and  the  more  frequently  they  are  called 
upon  for  aid.  the  more  they  will  be  set  against  it.  Some,  perhaps, 
have  been  influenced  by  self  righteous  motives,  or  by  the  desire  of  in¬ 
creasing  their  substance,  or  the  fear  of  losing  it.  But  those  who  are 
perfectly  selfish,  never,  assist  a  benevolent  enterprize  for  the  sake  of 
doing  good  ;  and  will  find  means  of  eluding  the  force  of  the  motives 
which  are  urged  upon  them.  Where  there  is  no  love  of  the  gospel,  there 
is  no  motive  of  permanent  operation,  which  is  likely  to  be  suflicient  to 
overcome  the  love  of  wealth,  and  of  the  gratifications  which  it  procures.- 
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Those  who  understand  and  love  the  gospel,  therefore,  are  the  only 
persons  whose  aid  can  be  permanently  depended  on. 

3.  That  aid  which  is  given  to  benevolent  institutions  through  wrong 
views  of  their  design,  cannot  be  permanently  depended  on.  It  is  prob¬ 
able  that  some  misunderstand  their  object,  and  suppose  it  is  essentially 
different  from  what  is.  Their  object  is  to  spread  the  gospel.  The 
bible  is  circulated  ;  and  the  ignorant  are  taught  to  read  it,  and  receive 
what  it  contains  as  the  word  of  God.  But  orthodoxy  is  the  belief  of 
what  the  bible  contains.  The  object  of  these  inatitutions,  then,  is  to 
spread  orthodoxy.  And  if  any  who  hate  orthodoxy  have  assisted  these 
institutions  under  the  mistake  that  it  was  not  their  object  to  spre^  or¬ 
thodoxy,  but  something  else,  they  have  been  acting  against  their  own 
wishes  and  intentions  ;  and  when  they  discover  their  mistake,  as  they 
must,  sooner  or  later,  they  will  oppose  these  institutions  with  as  much 
zeal  as  they  have  hitherto  assisted  them. 

4.  Indifference  to  doctrinal  truth  . is  indifference  to  the  gospel.  The 
gospel  contains,  indeed,  both  doctrines  and  duties  ;  but  they  are  so  con¬ 
nected  together,  that  if  its  doctrines  are  taken  away,  the  gospel  is  des¬ 
troyed.  The  duties  of  it  might  be  taught  by  a  heathen  ;  and  many  of 
them  have  been  taught  by  heathens  and  deists,  v  If  the  doctrines  of  the 
gospel  are  not  necessary  to  the  salvation  of  men,  then  the  gospel  itself 
is  not  necessary.  And  this  is  the  conclusion  to  which  many  have  al¬ 
ready  come,  who  are  loudest  in  their  professions  of  charity  and  liberal¬ 
ity,  and  boast  of  their  indifference  to  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel.  They 
think  the  heathen  are  as  likely  to  be  saved  without  the  gospel  as  with 
it.  and  think  it  very  illiberal  and  uncharitable  to  maintain  the  contrary. 
Such  persons  do  nothing  to  aid  our  benevolent  institutions,  but  oppose 
them  with  all  their  influence.  This  is  the  direct  tendency  of  indiffer¬ 
ence  to  doctrinal  truth ;  and  if  that  indifference  shall  become  general, 
these  institutions  must  fail  of  support. 

5.  There  is  another  result,  still. more  to  be  deprecated  than  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  these  institutions.  It  is  their  perversion  to  other  purposes  than 
those  for  which  they  were  established.  It  may  be  thought  that  many 
of  them  have  permanent  funds,  which  will  secure  their  continuance, 
even  if  the  cause  of  orthodoxy  is  not  maintained,  and  their  stated  sup¬ 
plies  should  fail.  But  if  the  cause  of  orthodoxy  is  not  maintained,  into 
whose  hands  will  these  institutions  fall  ?  and  at  whose  disposal  will  be 
these  permanent  funds  ?  Look  to  Harvard  University  for  an  answer. 
Look  to  many  of  the  old  charitable  establishments  in  Europe.  They 
had  permanent  funds  established  for  particular  purposes,  and  guarded 
from  perversion  as  well  as  human  ingenuity  ,  could  guard  them.  ,  But  to 
what  purposes  are  they  applied  now  ?  Not  to  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  intended.  Not  to  the  spread  of  the  gospel.  And  how  has 
it  come  to  pass  ?  By  the  failure  of  maintaining  doctrinal  truth.  .  Those 
who  had  the  charge  of  those  institutions  first  became  indifferent  to  doc¬ 
trinal  truth,  and  then  opposed  to  it.  And  those  funds,  which  were,  by 
those  who  gave  them,  sacredly  devoted  to  Christ  and  his  cause,  are 
now  employed  as  mighty  engines  in  opposing  the  gospel,  and  dissemina¬ 
ting  soul-destroying  errors.  What  will  become  of  the  Andover  Semi¬ 
nary,  if  the  cause  of  orthodoxy,  is  not  maintained  ?  Let  those  who 
have  it  in  their  hands  become  indifferent  to  doctrinM  truth,  or  opposed 
to  it,,  and  how  long  before  it  will  be  in  the  same  situation  with  Harvard 
XJjwversity,  and  operate  like  a  mighty  Bohon  Upas,  poisoning  the  whole 
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moral  atmosphere  of  our  country?  If  the  cause  of  orthodoxy  is  not 
maintained,  all  our  benevolent  institutions  which  have  no  permanent 
funds  must  fail  ;  and  all  those  which  have,  will  be  in  a  situation  ten 
thousand  times  iVorse  than  if  they  were  annihilated. 

6.  The  maintenance  of  doctrinal  truth  is  essential  to  the  permanence 
of  our  benevolent  institutions,  because  doctrinal  truth  furnishes  the  only 
sufficient  encouragement  to  persevere  in  the  work.  The  spread  of 
the  gospel  through  the  whole  world  is  not  the  work  of  a  day.  These* 
institutions  must  be  supported,  and  continue  their  active  exertions  for 
many  years  before  that  work  can  be  accomplished  through  their  instru¬ 
mentality.  The  stupidity  and  vice  of  idolatrous  nations,  and  their  at¬ 
tachment  to  those  systems  which  allow  and  encourage  their  wicked 
practices,  is  so  great,  that  many  have  thought  the  attempt  to  convert 
them  to  Christianity  was  hopeless.  Take  away  that  encouragement 
which  the  doctrinal  part  of  the  gospel  affords,  and  it  becomes  so.  Those 
who  disbelieve  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel  are  entirely  consistent  with 
themselves  in  regarding  it  as  hopeless.  And  those  who  profess  to  be¬ 
lieve  those  doctrines  often  find  their  faith  put  to  a  severe  trial.  Or¬ 
thodoxy,  however,  looks  upon  the  work  as  capable  of  being  accom¬ 
plished,  because  God  has  determined  to  save  some,  and  because  he 
does  govern  the  hearts  of  all  men,  and  turn  them  whithersoever  he 
will.  Orthodoxy  looks  to  the  arm  of  the  Lord,  not  to  the  wisdom  of 
man.  Orthodoxy  expects  success,  in  the  use  of  those  means  which 
God  has  appointed,  just  so  far  as  he  sees  to  be  wisest  and  best.  But 
take  away  the  doctrine  of  election,  and  the  universal  agency  of  God  in 
directing  all  events,  and  no  sufficient  encouragement  remains.  A  few 
unsuccessful  efforts  will  discourage  those  who  do  not  find  support  in. 
the  doctrines  of  the  gospel. 

F or  these  reasons  it  is  evident  that  the  maintenance  of  doctrinal  truth 
is  essential  to  the  permanence  of  our  benevolent  institutions  :  that  if 
the 'cause  of  orthodoxy  is  not  supported,  the  cause  of  Christian  benev¬ 
olence  must  fail,  and  all  our  benevolent  institutions  come  to  nothing,  or 
be  perverted,  which  is  far  worse.  BENEVOLU6. 


CONVERSION  OK  MRS.  A. 

The  Spirit  of  God;  l  am  now  sensible,  has  been  striving  with  me 
from  my  childhood.  -Many  have  been  miy  checks  of  conscience,  and 
fears  of  hell.  But  I  often  stifled  them..  When  I  was  married,  and  came 
to  live  with  Mr.  A.  I  found  myself  much  tried  with  the  sentiments, 
which  were  preached  in  this  place.  The  doctrines  of  election,  de¬ 
crees,  and  divine  sovereignty,  were  to  me  very  disagreeable.  But  af¬ 
ter  a  while  I  resolved  to  throw  these  things  from  my  mind,  and  care 
no  more  about  them.  F or  such  was  my  situation,  that  I  knew  it  would 
be  much  s^inst  my  interest,  and  reputation,  to  be  found  an  opposer  of. 
such  preaching.  Upon  this  my  feelings  became  very  secure  ;  and  I 
was  wholly  taken  up  with  the  things' of  this  life*.  I  was  greatly  desir¬ 
ous  of  obtaining  property  ;  and  could  not  endure  the  thought  of  being 
poor.  Often  when  1  saw  the  prosperity  of  others,  and  that  their  sit¬ 
uation  was  more  affluent  than  mine,  my  heart  would  rise  agains  Qod^ai^ 
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though  he  were  a  partial  being,  a  hard  master.  And  I  often  felt  dis¬ 
heartened  and  discouraged. 

On  a  Sabbath,  Nov.  30, 1801,  God  was  pleased  to  call  my  attention 
to  eternal  things.  I  was  reading  the  parable  of  the  rich^man,  Luke  13. 
The  words,  “  But  God  said  to  him.  Thou  fool  ;  this  night  thy  soul 
shall  be  required  of  thee  ;  then  whose  shall  those  things  be  that  thon  hast 
prepared  ?” — took  fast  hold  of  my  mind.  I  looked  with  amazement  on  . 
my  past  life.  1  queried,  what  worldly  interest  would  profit  me,  if  my 
soul  must  be  lost  ?  I  went  to  meeting  with  a  heavy  heart.  The  subject . 
of  the  preacher  was  the  merchantman  seeking  goodly  pearls,  finding 
one  of  great  price,  and  selling  all  his  other  property  to  buy  it.  The 
reading  of  the  text  much  affected  me.  I  felt  that  I  was  indeed  undone 
unless  I  could  obtain  that  pearl.  And  how  to  obtain  it,  I  knew  not.  I 
felt  myself  condemned  ;  and  thought  I  was  going  to  eternal  ruin.  The 
sermon  deepened  my  distressing  impressions  ;  and  they  continued  for 
some  time.  But  being  much  taken  up  in  company,  my  distress  of 
mind  abated,  and  my  convictions  left  me  ;  though  I  had  intervals  of 
terror.  • 

On  Lord’s  day,  March  1,  1802,  I  was  reading  a  funeral  sermon 
of  a  minister.  The  preacher  spake  of  the  meeting,  which  ministers 
and  their  people  must  have  before  the  bar  of  Christ,  what  an  account 
must  there  be  given  of  all  sermons,  and  of  praying  opportunities  ;  and 
that  companions,  parents  and  children  must  there  have  a  most  solemn 
meeting.  The  words  were  set  home  upon  my  heart.  I  was  greatly 
shocked.  I  reflected  how  many  sermons  I  had  heard  ;  and  to  how  lit¬ 
tle  effect.  How  many  prayers  I  had  reason  to  believe  had  been  made  ^ 
to  God  for  me. — How  highly  1  was  exalted  in  privileges  ;  and  what 
wretched  improvement  I  had  made.  When  people  came  home  from 
meeting,  I  endeavored  to  conceal  my  feellings,  but  I  could  not.  When 
some  came  into  the  room,  I  thought  they  would  rise  in  judgment  against 
me  at  the  great  day.  I  knew  not  what  to  do.  I  tried  to  read  my  Bi¬ 
ble  ;  but  it  all  condemned  me.  Great  enmity  now  rose  in  my  heart 
against  God,  and  his  law.  I  could  not  endure  the  thought  of  being  in 
his  hands,  and  of  being  disposed  of  as  he  should  please.  I  was  dispos¬ 
ed  to  seek  relief  from  the  thought,  that  there  is  nothing  in  religion  ;  or 
that  all  men  will  be  saved.  But  my  conscience  testified  against  these 
expedients.  I  felt  the  presence  and  terrible  majesty  of  God.  I  saw 
that  I  was  in  his  hands  ;  depended  on  him  for  every  thing  ;  and  had 
got  to  stand  before  him  in  judgment.  The  thought  was  insupportable. 

I  saw  that  God  was  a  sovereign,  and  would  have  mercy  on  whom  he 
would  have  mercy  ;  and  would  dispose  of  me  as  he  pleased. .  I  imagin¬ 
ed  to  myself,  that  he  was  the  most  tyrannical  Being ;  and  had  placed 
me  in  a‘  situation  to  be  eternally  miserable.  At  times  I  labored  to  do 
something  to  recommend  myself  to  God.  But  here  I  could  obtain  no 
relief.  For  I  saw  that  my  heart  was  utterly  perverse  ;  and  for.  my 
best  performances  I  felt  condemned. — I  felt  that  I  was  an  undone  crea¬ 
ture.  What  to  do,  or  attempt,  I  knew  not.  But  I  fought  against  God 
with  all  my  might. 

"  One  day  as  I  was  walking  the  room  in  anguish,  I  saw  a  man  coming 
in,  with  a  grave-cloth  under  his  arm  I  concluded  some  person  was 
dead.  I  queried  with  myself,  what  must  have  been  my  situation,  had  I 
thus  been  called  away  !  1  was  so  shocked  with  the  thought,'  that  my 
strength  failed  me  ;  and  I  dropt  into  a  chair  in  silent  astomshment. 
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My  load  of  guilt  and  wretchedness  seemed  insupportable.  The  next 
day  was  the  Sabbath.  I  attended  meeting,  and  heard  a  sermon  from 
these  words,  “  Lord  save  me  ;  I  perish.”  On  hearing  the  text,  I  fait 
glad,  and  hoped  I  should  now  hear  something,  that  would  afford  relief. 
But  O,  my  disappointment !  Every  thing  that  was  said  was  against  me, 
and  seemed  to  conspire  to  cut  me  off.  ‘  In  the  afternoon,  the  minister 
being  called  away  to  attend  a  funeral,  at  a  distance,  our  deacons  led  in 
the  meeting.  One  of  them  read  Flavel’s  Husbandry  spiritualized. 
The  author  spake  upon  pruning  orchards,  and  cutting  down  the  trees, 
which  cumbered  the  ground.  This  I  saw  was  my  case.  I  felt  myself 
to  be  a  cumberer  of  the  earth  ;  and  thought  I  should  not  be  suffered  to 
live.  Such  was  my  view  ol  my  wicked  heart,  and  of  my  just  condem¬ 
nation,  that  I  felt  myself  ripe  for  destruction.  Coming  home  from  meet¬ 
ing,  and  feeling  my  heart  wrangling  against  the  book  which  had  been 
read,  I  asked  the  deacon,  as  he  passed  by  with  it  under  the  arm,  to  lend 
that  book  to  me.  The  fact  was,  I  wanted  to  read  it  myself,  in  hopes  of 
finding  it  less  terrible  to  me.  He  looked  me  in  the  face,  and  said  he 
was  glad  to  have  me  take  it.  I  felt  mortified,  and  was  sorry  I  had  asked 
for  it.  I  read  the  pages,  which  1  had  heard  at  meeting.  But  I  was  so 
far  from  finding  relief,  that  I  was  the  more  wounded  and  distressed. 

I  kept  my  troubles  as  much  as  possible  to  myself.  .  I  had  said  noth¬ 
ing  concerning  them  to  Mr.  A.  For  I  well  knew  his  strict  evangelical 
sentiments,  and  what  he  would  say  to  me.  This  I  had  no  desire  to 
hear.  He  had  often  attempted  to  converse  with  me  ;  and  I  had  as  of¬ 
ten  evaded  it.  For  I  was  utterly  unwilling  to  make  that  surrender  of 
myself  to  God,  wnich  I  well  knew  he  would  press  upon  me. 

At  night  I  retired  to  bed,  but  I  could  not  sleep.  My  anguish  increa¬ 
sed,  till  I  thought  I  must  speedily  die.  I  could  refrain  no  longer.  I 
asked  Mr.  A.  if  he  was  awake  ?  I  found  he  was.  I  told  him  1  was  in 
great  distress  of  mind,  and  1  thought  1  must  soon  die  under  it.  He  re¬ 
plied  that  he  had  long  perceived  my  trouble,  and  had  tried  to  introduce 
conversation  with  me  ;  but  finding  me  utterly  unwilling  to  converse 
with  him  on  the  subject,  he  had  refrained.  He  then  conversed  freely 
with  me,  and  clearly  described  my  state,  my  duty  and  only  ground  of 
hope.  ^  But  the  opposition  of  my  heart  rose  violently  against  the  truths 
urged  upon  me.  1  replied  that  I  could  not  feel  reconciled  to  God,  un¬ 
less  he  would  save  my  children  and  friends,  as  well  as  myself.  He 
told  me  this  feeling  was  unreasonable  and  wicked  ;  that  my  will  must 
be  bowed  and  made  submissive  to  the  will  of  God  ;  I  must  uncondi¬ 
tionally  embrace  Jesus  Christ,  or  be  unavoidably  miserable.  I  then 
begged  of  him  to  say  no  more,  and  go  to  sleep  ;  for  I  could  hear  no 
more  of  this.  My  enmity  against  God  and  all  religion,  at  that  time,  was 
inexpressible.  1  lay  and  thought  upon  my  dreadful  case.  I  felt  my¬ 
self  to  be  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the  Almighty  God  ;  that  he 
looked  me  through  and  through  ;  and  I  felt  1  was  justly  condemned  to 
be  forever  miserable.  I  would  have  fain  fled  out  of  God’s  hands ; 
but  1  was  infinitely  unable.  It  tortured  my  soul  to  think  I  must  be 
disposed  of  at  his  sovereign  will.  1  rose  from  my  bed,  and  desired 
Mr.  A.  to  pray  with  me.  He  did.  But  alas  1  such  was  the  bitterness 
of  my  heart,  that  1  could  not  unite  with  him  in  prayer.  My  distress 
increased,  ’till  I  thought  I  was  actually  going  to  die,  and  sink  into  eter¬ 
nal  despair. 

I  now  saw  and  felt  that  God  had  a  perfect  right  to  do  with  me  as  he 
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pleased.  And  I  was  willing  to  give  myself  up  into  his  hands,  that  he 
should  dispose  of  me  for  tme  and  eternity,  as  he  should  see  fit.  The 
fqjlowing  words  slipped  from  my  cheerful  tongue  :  /  am  willing  to  be 
in  the  hands  of  God,  as  clay  ih  the  hands  of  the  potter  !  My  distress  was 
gone.  I  fainted,  and  for  some  time  lost  my  senses.  When  I  came  to 
myself,  I  found  myself  upon  the  bed,  and  in  a  most  calm  and  peaceful 
state  of  mind.  All  my  opposition  and  trouble  seemed  to  be  gone.  I 
knew  not  the  cause.  I  had  no  idea  of  having  been  made  a  subject  of 
renewing  grace.  The  thought  turned  in  my  mind,  that  I  had  lost  all 
my  convictions.  This  something  alarmed  me.  But  I  felt  delighted 
with  the  character  of  God.  Christ  appeared  just  such  a  Saviour  as  I 
needed,  and  altogether  lovely.  I  felt  a  satisfaction  in  giving  up  myself 
into  his  hands,  to  be  disposed  of  as  should  be  for  his  glory. 

Reflecting  on  my  feelings,  and  comparing  them  with  the  word  of 
God,  I  began  to  admit  of  a  hope  that  I  had  passed  from  death  unto  life. 
1  hope  my  heart  is  reconciled  to  God.  And  truly  I  am  convinced  that 
the  salvation  of  lost  man  is  wholly  of  the  Lord,  and  according  to  his 
own  sovereign  will ;  and  not  for  any  thing  in  the  creature. 

I  now  desire  to  own  my  glorious  Saviour  before  men  ;  to  walk  in  the 
order  of  his  kingdom  ;  and  to  partake  of  the  rich  benefits  of  his  gra¬ 
cious  ordinances. 

\ 


Christ’s  estimate  of  lukewarm  professors. 

“  Indecision  and  inconsistency  of  character  are  considered  great 
weaknesses  in  concerns  of  the  present  life.  The  man  who  is 
without  ardor,  irresolute  and  wavering  in  all  his  plans  and  pursuits, 
accomplishes  nothing,  and  draws  on  himself  the  pity  and  contempt  of 
the  world.  Suppose  he  has  some  grand  temporal  interest  in  view, 
which  involves  the  happiness  of  himself  and  all  his  friends.  He  ac¬ 
knowledges  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  and  pretends  to  pursue  it ; 
but  has  no  energy,  makes  no  spirited  exertions.  While  every  thing  is 
at  stake,  he  is  sluggish  and  indifferent.  He  looses  the  object,  ruins 
his  friends,  and  disgraces  himself.  You  say  his  disgrace  is  well 
merited. 

What,. then,  do  you  think  of  the  man,  who  has  heaven  and‘  immor¬ 
tality  in  view,  and  yet  acts  the  part  of  a  sluggard  I  Who,  by  his 
lukewarmness,  is  about  to  sacrifice,  not  a  worldly  interest  of  momen¬ 
tary  duration,  but  an  imperishable  interest  in  the  heavens,  the  immor¬ 
tal  interests  of  the  soul !  In  what  light  doe’s  the  omniscient  God 
view  him  ?  Must  hfe  not  look  down  upon  him  with  displeasure  and 
abhorrence  ? 

Again.  What  would  you  think  of  the  man  who  made  high  preten¬ 
sions  of  friendship  for  you,  and  thus  courted  your  favor,  when  he  cared 
not  whether  you  were  happy  or  wretched  ?  whether  your  interests 
were  secured,  or  sacrificed  ?  who,  with  cold  indifference,  could  see 
you  dishonored,  insulted,  wronged  ? 

And  what  will  the  great  Redeemer  think  of  those,  who  profess  to  be 
his  friends,  and  to  look  to  him  for  salvation,  and  yet  treat  him  with 
the  same  indifference  I  who  worship  him  with  cold  formality,  violate 
his  Sabbath,  neglect  bis  sanctuary,  and  trust  not  to  his  atonement,  but 
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their  own  works,  for  pardon  and  acceptance  with  God  ?  Who,  with 
insensibility,  can  hear  his  religion  traduced  and  his  name  blasphemed  ? 
Who  makes  no  spirited  and  manly  exertions  to  promote  the  prosperity 
of  his  kingdom,' to  give  success  to  his  gospel,  and  bring  perishing  sin¬ 
ners  to  share  in  the  blessings  and  glories  of  his  salvation  ? 

Will  he  acknowledge  such  characters  as  his  friends  ?  He  must 
view  them  with  greater  abhorrence,  than  if  they  made  no  pretensions 
to  love  him,  but  acknowledged  their  true  character,  as  enemies  to  him 
and  his  kingdom.  “  I  know  thy  works,^that  thou  are  neither  cold  nor 
hot ;  I  would  that  thou  wert  cold  or  hot.  So  then  because  thou  art 
lukewarm,  and  neither  cold  nor  hot,  I  will  spue  thee  out  of  my 
mouth.”  They  are  here,  represented  as  the  most  offensive,  loath¬ 
some,  and  sickening  object^,  in  the  view  of  Christ.  You  know  how 
the  stomach  is  affected  by  the  reception  of  lukewarm  water.  It  sick¬ 
ens  ;  it  loaths  and  rejects  the  water.  This  striking  figure  is  used  to 
show  the  strong  aversion  and  abhorrence,  which  Christ  has  of  the  luke¬ 
warm  professors  of  his  religion.” — Hulburd^s  Sermons, 
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BY  DR.  OWEN. 

^^Yeare  not  come  to  the  Mount  which  might  be  touched,  and 
which  burned  with  fire,  nor  to  blackness  and  darkness”  &lc. 

All  the  appearances  of  God,  to  his  church,  were  suited  to  the 
subject  matter.  He  appeared  to  Abraham  in  the  form  of  a  man  ;  be¬ 
cause  he  came  to  give  a  promise  of  the  incarnation  of  Christ,  the 
seed  of  Abraham,  in  whom  all  the  families  of  the  human  race  were  to 
be  blessed.  To  Moses  he  appeared  in  a  flame  of  fire,  in  a  bush, 
which  was  not  consumed  !  to  teach  him  that  the  fire  of  affliction, 
with  which  his  church  was  then  tried,  should  not  consume  it, 
because  he  dwelt  in  the  bush.  To  Joshua  he  appeared  as  an  armed 
man,  with  a  sword  drawn  in  his  hand,  to  give  promise  of  his  presence 
as  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle,  who  would  go  before 
the  armies  of  Israel  to  subdue  the  Canaanites,  and  give  them  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  promised* land  :  but  here,  on  Mount  Sinai,  encompassed 
with  all  the  dread  and  terror  which  the  apostle  so  impressively  de¬ 
scribes.  Why  ?  To  represent  the  holiness  and  strictness  of  the  law, 
and  inevitable  dreadful  destruction  of  sinners  against  the  law,  unless 
they  betake  themselves  to  the  Mediator  and  his  gospel  for  relief. 
This  appearance  was  not  in  a  plain,  but  on  the  top  of  a  high  moun¬ 
tain  ;  to  represent  the  elevated  throne  of  divine  Majesty,  who  keeps 
himself  aloof  from  sinners. ,  It  was  in  the  wilderness  of  Sinai,  an  ab¬ 
solute  solitude,  remote  from  the  habitation  or  converse  of  men.  When 
God  arraigns  the  conscience  of  the  sinner  before  the  bar  of  the  holy 
law,  which  he  has  broken,  he  will  let  him  see  nothing  but  his  own 
guilty  self,  and  the  justly  offended  Lawgiver.  All  relief  or  •  refuge 
will  fail  him  ;  his  conscience  will  be  kept  to  that,  which  he  can  nei¬ 
ther  abide  nor  avoid,  unless  he  make  the  great  plea  of  the  blood  of 
atonement.  The  law  was  published  in  a  barren  and  fruitless  desert  ] 
Sinai  was  named,  from  the  brambles  and  bushes,  which  were  all  it 
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bore.  These  made  an  appearance  of  fruitfulness  at  a  distance  ;  but 
when  you  approached,  there  was  nothing  but  what  was  fit  for  the  fire^ 
The  law,  in  a  state  of  sin,  will  bring  forth  in  us  no  fruits  to  God. 
Those  who  are  yet  under  the  curse,  pretend  to  some  duties  of  obedi^ 
ence,  which  they  call  good  works  ;  but  when  tried,  they  are  all  such 
as  God  describes  :  “  Who  would  set  the  briars  and  thorns  against  me 
in  battle  ;  I  would  go  through  them  ;  I  would  burn  them  together.^’  • 
No  place  in  the  inhabitable  world  hath  been,  ever  since,  more  desolate 
and  forsaken  ;  and  such  it  continues  to  the  present  day  ;  by  which  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  though  there  was  a  necessity  for  the  rene\\ed  publication  of 
the  law,  it  was  designed  to  be  a  continued  dispensation,  but  should  be 
abandoned,  to  make  way  for  a  new  and  better.  Hence  also  we  learn^ . 
that  those  who  continue  under  the  law  shall  have  no  token  of  God’s 
presence  :  he  dwells  no  more  in  Sinai.  Here,  too,  we  learn,  that  the 
holiness  of  places  is  confined  to  their  use  ;  which,  when  it  ceaseth, 
leaveth  them  common.  What  place  more  holy  and  sacred  than  Sinai 
once  ?  What  more  desolate  and  forsaken  now  ;  notwithstanding  the 
wretched  monastery  which  superstition  hath  there  erected.” 
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Extract  from  a  sermon  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Cynthia  Fairchild^  wife  of 
the  Rev.  Joy  H.  Fairchild^  who  died  at  East- Hartford^  February  2Zd 
1824,  intheBbth  year  of  her  age.  By  Thomas  Robbins y  Minister  in 
East- Windsor. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Fairchild  was  early  called,  in  the  judgment  of  Chris¬ 
tian  charity,  into  the  vineyard  of  her  Lord.  In  the  time  of  a  signal  re¬ 
vival  of  religion,  in  the  society  of  Chester,  in  the  town  of  Saybrook^ 
her  native  place,  under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Mills,  whc^ 
we  doubt  not,  now  rests  with  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  she 
became,  hopefully,  a  subject  of  the  rich  grace  of  God,  and  made  a  pub¬ 
lic  profession  of  religion  at  fourteen  years  of  age.  Though  the  young¬ 
est  of  a  number  of  youths  that  confessed  Christ  at  that  time,  sucn  were 
her  religious  exercises  and  her  Christian  deportment,  that  she  acquired 
the  confident  hope  of  her  acquaintance  that  she  had  indeed  chosen  that 
good  part  which  should  not  be  taken  from  her. 

Humility,  submission,  contentment,  watchfulness,  silent  confidence  in 
God,  are  the  Christian  virtues  that  have  ever  been  most  conspicuous  in 
her  character,  but  these  appeared  in  no  ordinary  degree.  I  have  it  in 
charge,  indeed,  from  her  dying  lips,  to  pronounce  no  eulogy  upon  her 
character  at  her  funeral,*  1  am  persuaded,  however,  that  she  would 
not  have  objected  to  any  course  which  should  be  thought  likely  to  be 
useful rand  as  we  are  commanded  to  Mark  the  perfect  man  and  behold 
the  upright  y  1  could  not  feel  justified,  were  I  to  omit  the  notice  of  those 
important  practical  virtues,  which  we  all  can  imitate,  and  all  ought  to 
possess. 

*  A  few  hours  before  her  decease,  she  observed  that  she  wished  to  have  her 
funeral  plain  and  modest,  and  desired  to  have  no  particular  commendation  given 
of  her.  That  she  bad  never  eulogized  the  living,  and  hoped  they  would  not  eu¬ 
logize  the  dead. 
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.  When  she  had  become  a  resident  in  this  place,  in  that  interesting 
and  somewhat  difficult  relation '  which  she  was  called  to  sustain,  her 
first  concern  ,  was  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  her  husband,  and  promote 
his  usefulness  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  Fond  of  retire¬ 
ment,  she  sought  not  to  make  many  particular  acquaintance,  but  was' 
cordially  attached  to  those  with  whom  she  was  most  intimate.  And^ 
for  all  the  people  of  this  society,  she  felt  a  lively  interest,  particularly 
in  regard  to  their  eternal  welfare.  And  her  multiplied  vows  to  heaven 
for  that  object,  are  now  recorded  before  God.  The  Lord  answer  them 
abundantly,  in  the  riches  of  his  glorious  grace. 

In  the  conjugal  and  parental  relations,  she  was  a  pattern  of  fidelity, 
prudence,  discretion,  unwearied  care  and  diligence  ;  and,*  in  short,  of 
the  various  domestic  virtues,  which  may  not  be  so  imposing,  but  are 
not  less  useful,  nor  less  acceptable  to  God,  than  many  of  those  shining 
qualities  which  procure  the  applause  and  approbation  of  the  world. 
In  these  respects  she  has  been,*  as  became  her  station,  a  faithful  exam¬ 
ple  to  wives  and  mothers  among  this  people,  the  effect  of  which,  we 
hope,  will  long  be  felt. 

During  her  last  illness,  and  even  before,  she  seemed  to  have  a  fixed 
persuasion  that  her  great  change  was  near.  She  conversed  much  up¬ 
on  the  subject  of  death  and  the  world  to  come,  with  great  composure 
and  the  deepest  interest  ;  and  her  heart  seemed  to  glow  with  increas¬ 
ing  solicitude  for  the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer’s  cause,  and  the 
prosperity  of  Zion..  During  her  illness,  ot  about  three  weeks,  her  qui¬ 
et  submission  and  benevolence  of  heart  continued  to  be  the  prominent 
traits  of  her  character.  But  the  closing  scene  was  one  which  gives  the 
highest  elevation  to  our  fallen  world, — was  divine  and  heavenly. 

Scenes  of  this  kind  are  found  only  in  the  annals  of  the  church,  and 
they  possess  an  interest,  a  moral  sublimity,  surpassing  all  the  events 
of  time. 

The  chamber  where  the  good  man  meets  bia  fate, 

Is  privilig^d  above  the  common  walk, 

X  Just  on  Sie  verge  of  heaven.” — 

I  have  known  a  few  instances,  in  the  course  of  my  ministry,  in  which 
the  believer,  at  the  approach  of  death,  seems  to  be  carried  beyond 
hope,  to  enter  upon  fruition.  They  seem  to  have  begun  the  triumphs 
and  the  glories  of  the  heavenly  state.  Such  were  the  last  hours  of  her 
whose  remains  are  now  before  us.  The  mists  of  partial  delirium,, 
which  had  hung  over  her  mind  for  two  or  three  days,  being  merciful¬ 
ly  dispelled  by  the  rising  glories  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  the  radi¬ 
ance  of  faith  and  love  beamed  from  her  soul.  Several  of  her  last  hours 
were  employed,  with  little  interruption,  in  the  most  engaging  and  in¬ 
structive  conversation,  and  in  solemn  fervent  prayer.  She  observed, 
that  *  she  cast  herself,  with  ,all  her  immortal  interests,  upon  the  rich 
mercy  and  holy  faithfiilness  of  Christ.’  This  she  appeared  to  do  with 
great  confidence  and  rejoicing.  She  also  observed,  “  I  have  not  the 
faith  of  assurance,  but  I  haw  a  hope  that  the  Lord  Jesus  will  not  cast 
me  off  in  this  last  trying  hour.”  For  the  mok  of  the  time,  she  was 
enabled  to  speak  in  a  distinct,  audible  manner.  Her  addresses  to  her 
husband,  her  mother,’  her  daughter,  and  her  messages  to  absent  friends, 
were  singularly  appropriate,  while  they  possessed  the  affection  of  a 
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near  relative,  the  tenderness  of  a  child  of  God,  and  the  solemnity  ojf 
the  gates  of  heaven. 

The  objects  of  her  chief  solicitude  were  her  family  and  friends,  the 
interests  of  religion  among  this  people,  and  the  prosperity  of  Zion 
through  the 'world.  Nothing  that  the  pious  heart  can  desire  seemed 
to  escape  her  notice.  Her  wishes  and  prayer  were  particularly  fer¬ 
vent,  that  her  death  might  be  the  means  of  the  increased  faithfulness 
and  success  of  her  husband,  in  his  great  work,  and  of  a  revival  of  reli¬ 
gion  among  this  people.  Her  thoughts  were  expressed  with  a  holy 
elevation  of  conception  and  language,  surprising  to  all  who  were 
present. 

But,  Christian  Friends  of  this  Society^  her  work  is  done  ;  she  is  no 
more  a  helper  of  your  minister^  her  humble  example  has  ceased,  her 
prayers  for  you  and  your  children  ascend  no  longer  before  God.  The 
Lord  grant  that  a  remembrance  of  these  may  yet  be  made  a  great  bles¬ 
sing  to  many.  Be  entreated  to  reflect  on  this  appointment  of  divine 
providence,  and  learn  how  uncertain  are  all  human  prospects.  Look 
at  that  coffin,  see  the  number — 36-— and  remember  that  “  in  the  midst 
ofiife  we  are  in  death.”  Can  health,  and  activity,  and  usefulness,  and 
faithfufness  to  God,  secure  the  continuance  of  our  days  ?  Let  the  scene 
before  us  make  the  reply.  This  bereaved  husband,  the^e  forsaken 
children,  this  inconsolable  mother  plead  in  vaiui  The  righteous^  and 
the  wise,  and  their  works  are  in  the  hand  <f  Chod^ 

‘Let  parents  realize  the  high  responsibility  of  their  relation.  The 
temporal  and  eternal  welfare  of  children  depends  much,  very  much, 
on  the  fidelity  of  their  parents.  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should 
go ;  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it.  Parents  cannot  re¬ 
new  and  sanctify  the  hearts  of  their  chil^en  :  But  God  will  accompa¬ 
ny  their  faithful  instruction,  exsanple,  and  prayer,  with  his  blessing, 
that  they  shall  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord. — What  you  have  to  do  must 
be  soon  done  ;  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nsrwfs-. 
iom,  in  the  grave  whither  thou  goest. 
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‘‘  This  is  one  of  the  lying  refuges,  which  the  scriptures  doom  to  des¬ 
truction  ;  one  of  the  sandy  foun^tions,  which  must  be  raised,  in  or¬ 
der  to  our  enjoying  the  gospel  hope.  God  has  ordained,  that  all  wjho 
kindle  a  fire,  and  walk  in  the  light  of  it,  all  who  compass  themselves 
about  with  sparks,  which  they  have  kindled,  shall ,  have  nothing  but 
anguish,  of  heart.  Hence,  when  disease  and  a  death  bed  approach, 
their  religion  is  gone,  it  yields  them  no  comfort ;  like  the  morning 
cloud,  and  the  early  dew,  it  is  passed  away,  and  the  soul  is  destitute  of 
an  asylum  of  safety.  What  is  all  the  religion  of  the  formalist,  but  as  the 
hungry  man’s  dream  ?  He  dreams  that  he  eats  and  drinks.  Th^  dream 
of  doing  God  good  service,  and  of  reaping  great  advantage  from  the 
fruit  of  their  labors.  But  when  the  dreamer  awakes,  his  soul  is  empty, 
he  is.  faint  and  hath  appetite.  So  it  is  with  the  formalist ;  when  he 
comes  to  himself,  he  finds  his  soul  empty  of  all  that  good,  of  which  he 
once  considered  himself  the  subject.  What  an  alarming  awakening  out 
of  his  dream  had  Paul,  that  oaost  zealous  and  most  accomplished  fer-^ 
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malist  ?  flow  great  wad  his  surprise,  when  be  found  himself  with  all 
the  ardor  of  bis  zeal,  to  be  fighting  against  God  ?  That,  with  all  his 
strict  religion,  he  had  never  so  much  as  been  accounted  to  pray  ;  but 
held,  as  standing  on  a  level  with,  if  not  in  a  more  dreadful  situation, 
than  the  most  abandoned  miscreant,  or  the  blindest  ps^n,  who  never 
heard  of  the  promised  Messiah.  Wretched  is  the  hypocrite’s  hope, 
which  must  perish  sooner  or  later.  ^  No  hope  can  triumph  over  the 
horrors  of  death  and  the  grave,  besides  that  which  has  Christ  alone, 
for  its  immoveable  foundation  ;  this  rises  to  heaven  and  is  full  of  im* 
mortality  ;  that  eventually  gives  place  to  horror,  and  everlasting  des- 
pair.”-  ^ 
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‘‘  The  frequent  repetition  of  acts  of  wickedness  forms  a  habit ;  and. 
how  powerful  this  is,  and  how  diflBcult  to  overcome,  experience  every 
day  testifies.  The  scriptures,  also,  give  solemn  warnings  of  the  danger 
of  habitual  wickedness.  If  thou  hast  run  with  the  footmen  and  they  have 
wearied  thee^  then  how  eanst  thou  contend  with  horses  ?  And  if  in  the 
land  of  peace^  wherein  thou  trustedest^  they  wearied  thee,  then  how  wilt  thou 
do  in  the  swellings  of  Jordan  ?  Can  the  Ethiopian  change  his  skin  or  the 
Leopard  his  spots  ?  Then  may  ye  also  do  good,  that  are  accustomed  to 
do  evil.  Nature  itself,  in  this,  as  in  many  other  instances,  is  full  of 
moral  and  spiritual  instruction.  Habits  of  any  indifferent  kind,  when 
once  established,  can  hardly  be  overcome,  even  by  the  greatest  effort 
of  resolution;  even,  for  instance,  any  moUon  of  the  body,  or  any 
particular  word  or  phrase,  in  discourse,  which  has  become  habitual^  is 
not  easily  laid  aside.  But  it  deserves  to  be  particularly  considered, 
that  habits  of  sin  are  not  only  infinitely  more  hurtful,  than  habits  of  an 
indifferent  kind,  but  they  are,  also,  vastly  more  obstinate.  Falling  in 
with  the  bent  and  disposition  of  depraved  nature,  they  are  like 
a  three  fold  cord,  not  easily  broken.  When  persons  have  long 
been  habituated  to  idleness,  what  a  hopeless  thing  it  is  to  attempt  to 
bring  them  to  industry.  When  they  have  long  been  habituated  to 
intemperance,  or  to  sensuality  of  any  kind,  not  only  are  they  inclined 
to  it ;  but  they  are  impelled  to  it,  by  the  irresistible  calls  of  appetites, 
which  they  are  no  longer  able  to  control.  All  who  observe  them 
are  so  sensible  of  it,  that  they  consider  it  almost  as  much  in  vain  to 
speak  to  them,  ^  to  speak  to  the  wind  or  to  the  storm.  Nay,  we 
may  often  perceive.the  poor  unhappy  wretches  themselves,  sensible, 
in  some  measuri^,  of  their  dreadful  captivity,  though  unable  to  break 
the  chai^  thsu  bind  them  over  to  .destruction.” — Worcester's  Ser¬ 
mons. 


Anecdote. 
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There  was  ao  It«UaD  Bishop,  who  had  jteuggkd  tbcpo^ 
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difficulties  without  repining,  and  who  met  with  much  opposition  in  the 
discharge  of  his  Episcopal  functions,  without  betraying  the  least  im¬ 
patience.  An  intimate  friend  of  his,  who  highly  admired  those  vir¬ 
tues,  which  he  thought  it  impossible  to  imitate,  one  day  asked  the 
prelate  if  he  could  communicate  the  secret  of  being  always  easy  ? 

Yes,”  replied  the  old  man,”  “  I  can  teach  you  my  ’^secret,  and 
with  great  facility  :  it  consists  in  nothing  more  than,  making  a  right 
use.of  my  eyes.”  ^  His  friend  begged  him  to  explain  himself.  “  Most 
willingly,”  replied  the  Bishop.  “  In  whatever  state  I  am,  I  first  of 
all  look  up  to  heaven,  and  I  remember  my  principal  business  here  is 
to  get  there  ;  I  then  look  down  upon  the  earth,  and  call  to. mind  how 
small  a  space  I  shall  occupy  in  it,  when  I  come  to  be  interred  ;  I  then 
look  abroad  into  the  world,  and  observe  what  multitudes  there  are, 
who  are,  in  all  respects,  more'  unhappy  than  myself.  Thus  I  learn 
where  true  happiness  is  placed,  ^  where  all  our  cares  must  end,  and 
how  very  little  reason  I  have  to  repine  or  complain.” 


APHORISMS 


Persons  who  see  the  faults  of  others,  while  they  remain  blind  to 
their  own,  are  like  Seneca’s  witches,  who  never  wore  their  eyes, 
except  when  they  went  abroad. 

Covetous  persons  are  like  sponges,  which  greedily  drink  in  the 
water,  but  will  not  return  a  drop  of  it,  ’till  they  are  squeezed. 

As  the  Sun,  when  he  appears  in  the  heavens,  not  only  discovers 
himself^  but  discloses  all  those  objects  which  surround  us  ;  so  when 
God  manifests  himself  to  the  soul,  he  not  only  gives  the  knowledge  of 
himself,  but  makes  us  acquainted  with  our  own  hearts,  and  the  truths 
revealed  in  his  own.  word,  which  are  inseparably  connected  with 
salvation* 


FROM  THE  MISSIONARY  HERALD 


MISSION  AT  THE  SANDWICH  ISLANDS 


Letters  from  the  Missionaries. 

The  arrival  at  the  Sandwich  Islands  of  the  Missionsuries  'who  sailed 
from  New-Haven  in  November  1822,  and  our  receipt  of  letters  from 
Mr.  Bingham  and  Mr.  Chamberlain,  were  mentioned  in  our  last  num¬ 
ber,  p.  96.  We  have  since  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Richards, 
which  was  brought  by  the  same  conveyance,  but  had  not  then  come  to 
hand. — ^Mr.  Chamberlain  states  that  the  journal  of  the  mission  and  offi¬ 
cial  letters  of  the  last  reinforcement,  were  forwarded  by  way  of  Can¬ 
ton  on  the  28th  of  May,  and  other  communications  and  duplicates,  hy 
different  routes  on  the  17th  of  June,  and  on  the  9th  and  16th  of  Au¬ 
gust.  None  of  these  have  arrived.  ^  ^ 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Richards  is  dated  at  Lahmah,  Island  of  Mowee^ 
Aug.  30,  make  the  fdOowing  extractiu  * 
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Situation  of  the  Missionaries  at  Ldhindh*  ‘ 

..  I 

This  may  be  the  earliest  notice  you  will  have  of  our  establishment  at 
this  plisc0.*^  It  is  proper,  therefore,  to  mention  that  Mr*  Stewart  and 
myself,  with  our  families,  took  up  our  residence  here  bn  the  Slst  of 
May.  Our  journal  up  to  the  31st  of  August  we  shall  send  by  the  first 
conveyance,  which  we  hope  will  be  in  a  few  days,  though  probably 
not  so  direct  as  the  present.  I  might  now  mention  some  of  the  kind 
dealings  of  providence  with  us,  but,  as  you  will  learn  them  from  our 
journal,  1  will  only  speak  of  our  present  circumstances  and  prospects. 
We  are  living  in  houses  built  by  the  heathen  and  presented  to  us. 
They  are  built  in  native  style,  and  consist  of  posts  driven  into  the 
*  ground,  on  which  small  poles  are  tied  horizontally,  and  then  long  grass 
is  fastened  to  the  poles  by  strings  which  pass  round  each  bundle.  We 
have  no  floors,  and  no  windows,  except  holes  cut  through  the  thatch¬ 
ing,  which  are  closed  by  shutters  without  glass.  Our  houses  are  com¬ 
fortable  at  this  season,  and  we  hope  will  remain  so  during  mpst  of  the 
year,  as  very  little  rain  falls  at  this  place.  During  the  three  months 
that  we  hav^  resided  here  there  has  been  none  at  all.  Nearly  all  that 
grows,  not  only  in  Lahina,  but  on  all  this  part  of  Mowee,  is  watered  ar¬ 
tificially  by  streams  from  the  mountains. 

Favor  of  the  Chiefs, 

We  are  constantly  receiving  little  favors  from  the  people,  which, 
though  they  do  but  little  toward  supporting  the  mission,  do  neverthe¬ 
less  show  very  satisfactorily  that  they  are  our  friends.  We  have  par¬ 
ticular  occasion  to  be  grateful  to  God,  that  our  warmest  friends  are 
among  the  highest  chiefs.  This,  I  think,  makes  our  future  prospects 
flattering.  It  is  also  an  encouraging  circumstance,  that  their  friendship 
increases,  as  they  become  acquainted  with  us,  and  with  our  object. 

Prospect  of  ultimate  success. 

After  enumerating  some  of  those  needful  articles,  the  procuring  of 
which  must  necessarily  involve  some  expense  for  the  support  of  the 
mission,  he  writes, 

I  am  fully  persuaded  that,  could  those  Christians  who  furnish  our 
support  see  the  things  which  we  see,  they  would  need  no  other  mo- 
'  lives  to  stimulate  them  to  far  greater  exertions  than  they  now  make. 
The  field  for  usefulness  here  is  great ;  and  I  have  never  for  a  moment 
since  I  arrived,  had  a  single  fear  that  my  usefulness,  on  these  islands, 
will  be  limited  by  any  thing  but  my  own  imperfections.  If  I  can  be 
useful  any  where,  1  can  be  useful  in  Lahinah.  1  see  no  evidence  that 
1  have  been,  or  .that  1  shall  soon  be,  the  instrument  of  the  immediate 
conversion  of  any  heathen.  But  I  think  I  do  see  a  work  going  on, 
which  will  issue  in  the  conversion  of  thousands.  Our  temporal  cir¬ 
cumstances  are  more  pleasant,  than  we  had  reason  to  expect,  when  we 
left  America.  We  however  feel  the  need  of  houses  of  a  difierent  kind 
from  those  we  now  occupy.  Our  circumstances  can  be  rendered  more 
pleasant,  in  several  other  respects,  by  changes  which  you  will  find  pro¬ 
posed  in  our  journal.  But,  situated  as  we  now  are,  we  are  all  content¬ 
ed  and  happy.  Our  work  is  indeed  a  pleasant  one.  1  envy  no  man  his 
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employment,  though  he  may  be  surrounded  with  a  thousand  temporal 
comforts,  of  which  1  am  deprived.  It  is  enough  for  me,  that,  in  look¬ 
ing  back,  I  can  see  clearly  that  the  finger  of  providence  pointed  me  to 
these  islands  ; — and  that,  in  looking  forward,  I  see  some  prosps^cl  of 
success,  and  of  lasting  usefulness.  All  my  anxiety  arises  from  the  fear 
that  the  whitening  harvest  will  not  be  gathered.  .  Thousands,  indeed  I 
may  say,  almost  every  adult  on  the  Sandwich  Islands,  is  waiting  to  re¬ 
ceive  instruction  ;  and  many  are  waiting  with  high  hopes.  That  we  may 
be  able  to  communicate  this  instruction,  we  know  is  your  prayer,  and 
the  prayer  of  thousands  who  love  Zion.  This  is  an  animating  thought.” 

Mr.  Bingham’s  letter  of  the  same  date  was  also  written  at  Lahinah, 
where,  on  account  of  some  special  business,  he  had  been  spending  a 
few  days.  In  regard  to  the  prosperity  of  the  mission,  after  alluding  to  * 
a  previous  communication,  he  says, — “  I  can  again  assure  you  that  we 
have  occasion  to  rejoice  in  the  continued  smiles  of  Providence,  and  in 
the  general  prosperity  of  the  mission,  in  the  various  stations  and  de¬ 
partments  of  labor.”  Part  of  his  letter  we  think  will  be  found  inter- 
^ting. 

Excursion  of  Messrs.  Bingham  and  Richards, 

Day  before  yesterday  Mr.  Richards  and  I  set  off  on  an  excursion  to 
explore  a  part  of  the  Island,  and  to  visit  the  king,  now  on  the  other 
side.  By  the  favor  of  the  king’s  mother  and  her  husband  we  obtained 
a  good  double  canoe  to  facilitate  our  progress.  We  sailed  along  the 
shore  in  the  direction  of  Maurakea  (Mow-rah-ka-ah)  on  Owhyee,  of 
which  we  had  a  view  among  the  clouds.  Seven  or  eight  miles  from 
Lahinah  we  alighted  on  shore,  and  walked  a  mile  or  two  through  a 
pleasant  plantation  called  Oroaru,  (0-ro-ah-roo,)  belonging  to  the  king’s 
mother  and  containing  128  houses  ;  then  joined  the  canoe  again.  We 
found  that  some  of  the  people  had  attended  divine  worship.  As  I  was 
giving  them  a  few  words  of  instruction,  I  heard  a  lad  pronounce  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  asked  him  by  whom  he  had  heard  the  name 
of  our  Saviour ;  he  replied,  “  By  the  missionaries  at  Lahinah.”— We 
proceeded,  sailing  along  the  shore,  several  miles,  passed  several  plan¬ 
tations  belonging  to  Urumaheihei,  (Oo-roo-mah-ha-ee-ha-ee,)  and  con¬ 
taining  together  about  80  houses  ; — then  succeeded  six  or  eight  miles 
of  a  bold,  iron  bound,  mountainous,  uninhabited  shore,  till  we  entered 
the  large  bay  called  Maalaea,  (Mah-ah-lah-a-ab,)  and  landed  two  or 
three  miles  from  the  cape,  on  the  north-west.  We  had  alight  sea 
breeze  from  the  west,  till  we  doubled  the  cape,  when  suddenly  the 
north-east  trades  struck  us  with  violence,  which  we  continued  to  feel 
til  night,  during  our  walk  across  the  isthmus,  which  was  about  10  miles, 
though  the  distance  between  the  bays  on  the  south  and  north  is,  at 
their  nearest  points,  but  about  seven.  At  the  place  of  our  landing  are 

about  forty  houses  occupied  chiefly  by  the  fishermen. 

« 

Plantation  of  Wykahpoo. 

The  principal  plantation  in  this  district,  called  Waikapu  (Wy-kah- 
poo,)  lies  about  midway  between  the  two  bays.,  watered  by  a  small 
stream,  descending  in  a  south-eastern  direction  from  the  lofty  mouu- 
t^ns,  that  lie  La^nah  and  that  place.  M  this  plantation  which 
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belongs  to  Cox  and  Kaahoomadoo,  there  are  about  100  houses,  six  head 
of  neat  .cattle,  and  eight  horses.  This  is  the  most  important,  and  al-^ 
most  the  only  inland  settlement  that  I  have  seen  in  the  islands.  Its  sit¬ 
uation  is  very  pleasant.  You  stand  upon' the  bank  of  this  little  rivu¬ 
let  in  the  midst  of  the  bananas,  sugar  cane,  and  taro  ;  and  the  plains  that 
lie  upon  the  two  bays  spread  upon  your  right  and  left,  containing  per¬ 
haps  100  or  150  square  miles.  Before  you,  at  the  distance  of  15  or  20 
miles  in  a  south-east  direction,  rises  a  beautiful  mountain,  occupying  a 
large  portion  of  that  part  of  the  island  which  lies  on  that  side  of  the 
isthmus  ; — and  behind  you  the  loftier  mountains  that  occupy  a  large 
portion  of  the  islands  on  this  side.  On  your  right  the  beautiful  bay  of 
Maalaea.  Morokini  (Mo-ro-kee-nee,)  appears  only  as  a  rock  rising 
but  a  little  above  the  ocean.  Tahurawa  (Tah-hoo-rah-wah,)  a  little 
more  to  the  right,  appears  somewhat  more  deserving  of  the  name  of  an 
island  instead  of  a  rock.  On  your  left,  a  pleasant  bay,  and  an  open 
ocean,  wash  the  shores  of  Wairuku  (Wy-roo-koo.  The  plain  in  this 
part  appears  to  be  made  of  sand,  which,  to  some  extent,  is  continually 
changing  its  position  by  the  action  of  the  wind,  throwing  it  into  hillocks 
and  banks  resembling  drifts  of  snow,  and  thus  disclosing  many  fragments 
uf  human  skeletons  of  former  generations,  wasted  tenements,  once  the 
habitations  of  immortal  souls,  that  knew  nothing  of  Jesus  and  his  rezur* 
rtetion.  Over  these  we  walked,  as  we  proceeded  to  the  king’s  tempo¬ 
rary  dwelling,  or  lodging  place,  at  Wyrookoo. 

Dedication  cf  a  house  for  worship. 

On  the  24th  inst.  we  had  the  happiness  to  dedicate  to  the  Lord  Je¬ 
hovah  a  new  house  for  divine  worship,  lately  erected  by  the  king’s 
mother  and  her  husband,  and  Kriniakoo.  They  were  present  at  the 
dedication  with  Kamamaloo,  and  other  important  persons,  and  many  of 
the  common  people.  1  preached  in  the  vernacular  tongue  from  Gen. 
28,  17  ;  How  dreadful  is  this  place  ;  this  is  none  other  but  the  house 
of  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of  heaven.”  We  sung  in  the  native  lan¬ 
guage  the  Jubilee  hymn;  “  Blow  ye  the  trumpet,”  and  in  English, 
“  Wake,  Isles  of  the  South,  your  redemption  is  near.” 

There  is  now  one  church  at  Wymaah  ; — one  at  Hanapapa,  where 
Mr.  Whitney  preaches  weekly  ; — one  at  Hanaroorah,  where  public 
worship  is  usually  attended  three  times  a  week  ; — one  at  this  place  ; — 
and  now  the  fifth  in  the  islands  is  building  by  governor  Adams  at  Rai¬ 
ma  ^Ki-mah)  on  Owyhee.  Four  of  our  brethren  are  still  on  that  isl¬ 
and,  successfully  exploring  it,  and  preaching  the  word,  and  preparing 
file  way  for  occupying  that  field  by  two  new  stations. 

Readiness  of  the  peopled  attend  worship. 


From  Mr.  Chamberlain’s  letter  of  September  Ist,  datea  at  Hanaroo¬ 
rah,  Island  of  Woahoo,  we  make  only  one  extract,  shewing  the  disposi¬ 
tion  of  the  people  at  that  place  to  attend  public  worship. 

Mr.  Bingham’s  return  is  daily  expected,  and  his  presence  is  now 
needed  at  this  station,  as  there  is  no  one  here  competent  to  preach  to 
the  people.  Anna,  the  Tahitian  convert,  conducted,  till  recently,  the 
native  service  ;  but  he  left  this  place  about  a  fortnight  ago,  to  accom¬ 
pany  Kaahoomanoo  and  Tamoree  on  their  visit  to  Mowee.  Though 
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Stephen  Popohe  has  been  the  only  one  to  conduct  religious  worship  for 
the  natives,  there  yet  has  been  no  falling  off  of  numbers,  the  house  bor 
ing  usually  full,  or  nearly  so.  ‘  It  is  pretty  certain  that  the  attendance 
of  the  common  people  on  divine  service  has  not  been  owing  to  the  at¬ 
tendance  of  the  chiefs.  When  the  principal  chiefs  were  recently  ab¬ 
sent,  the  house  of  worship  was  not  deserted,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  filled  with  the  common  peopV^,  who  would  hardly  have  ventured  to 
enter  if  the  chiefs  had  been  present ;  especially  if  the  chiefs  had  taken^ 
their  seats  at  the  entrance  of  the  house,  for  the  benefit  of  the  wind,  as 
they  usually  do. 


FOR  THE  EVANGELIST 


Matthew^  1th  and  21  ih 


Build’st  thou  on  Wealth  ?— its  wings  are  ever  spread 
Its  bursting  votaries  to  elude  and  fail ; — 

On  science  ? — See  !  his  favorite  sons  have  fled 
Like  the  pale  lamp  that  lit  their  midnight  toil 
Forgotten  as  the  flower  that  deckM  the  vernal  soil.. 

Build’st  thou  on  Love  ? — the  simple  heart  it  cheers 
When  high  in  health,  and  all  around  is  gay, 

Yet  leads  to  folly,  vanity,  and  tears  ; — 

Build’st  thou  on  Fame  ? — the  d^mcing  meteor’s  ray 
Glides  not  more  swift,  more  unperceiv’d  away. 

Ah  I  why  on  sands  like  these,  thy  temple  rear  ? 

How  shall  its  base  the  storms  and  billows  shun  ! 

Seek  the  Eternal  Rock  with  humble  fear 
And  on  the  tablet  of  each  setting  sun  • 

Grave  with  a  diamond’s  point,  some  deed  of  duty  done 

If  thou  art  young,— the  words  of  wisdom  weigh, 

Mature, — the  gathering  ills  of  life  beware. 

Aged, — Oh,  make  This  mighty  arm  thy  stay 
Wfio  sates  the  weakest  suppliant  from  despair, 

And  bids  the  darken’d  tomb  a  robe  of  glory  wear. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

“  TropliSmns”  and  “  Sextus”  will  appear  in  our  next.  R.  V.  K.” 
and  “  Philos”  on  divine  immutability  ^c.  will  be  admitted.  “  N.  N.  J» 
C.  L.’^  and  “  Ann”  have  been  received,  and  are  under  consideration* 
Those  gentlemen,  who  have  given  us  encouragement,  that  they  will 
write  for  our  pages,  are  informed,  that  their  communications  arc  need-* 
ed.  We  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  hear  again  from  our  friends 
P.  andK.N. 
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THE  EVANGELIST 


The  subscribers,  having  become  the  proprietors  of  the  religious 
'  periodical  work,  now  published  at  Hartford,  Conn,  entitled  The  Evan¬ 
gelist,  offer  to  continue  it,  on  the  same  conditions,  on  which  it  was 
commenced  by  Stephen  Dodge,  the  original  proprietor.  ^  It  is  deemed 
unnecessary  to  add  any  thing  here,  in  respect  to  the  character  of  the 
work,  as  the  four  first  numbers  are  already  before  the  public,  and  may 
be  considered  as  a  specimen  of  what  it  wilLbe  in  future,  unless  indeed 
industry  and  experience,  on  the  part  of  the  editor,  shall  enable  him  to 
render  it  better.  The  general  principles,  on  which  the  work  will  be 
continued,  may  be  learned  from  the  prospectus,  originally  issued  by 
Mr.  Dodge,  which  is  here  subjoined.  The  subscribers  would, 
however,  add,  that  it  is  their  design  to  appropriate  the  profits  of  the 
work,  to  religious  and  charitable  purposes  ;  and  that,  having  taken 
the  advice  of  a  respectable  number  of  the  clergy  of  the  county  of 
Hartford,  in  respect  to  a  suitable  object  of  their  patronage,  they 
hereby  pledge  themselves  to  the  public,  that  the  work  shall  be  con¬ 
ducted  in  a  manner  as  economical  as  possible,  and  that  after  defraying 
necessary  expences,  any  thing  which  may  remain  shall  be  faithfully 
appropriated  to  the  funds  of  the  Connecticut  Missionary  Society. 
And  that  they  may  not  be  disappointed,  in  their  hope  of  rendering  the 
work  an  important  auxiliary  to  the  missionary  cause,  they  hereby 
invite  a  co-operation  of  all  the  friends  of  the  Redeemer,  and  espe¬ 
cially  of  ministers  of  the  gospel,  in  extending  the  circulation  of  the 
work,  and  in  furnishing  matter  for  its  pages  ;  assuring  them,  that  every 
new  subscriber  which  is  .obtained,  and  every  page  which  may  be 
gratuitously  supplied,  will  add  something  to  the  missionary  funds. 

CALEB  BURGE. 
P.B.  GOODSELL. 


While  the  friends  of  Zion  feel  a  peculiar  interest  in  the  general 
dissemination  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  and  are  favored  with  numer¬ 
ous  publications,  replete  with  important  religious  and  missionary  in¬ 
telligence,  it  has  been  observed  by  many,  in  reference  to  this  mode  of 
instruction,  that  there  is  a  lamentable  deficiency,  in  respect  to  sup¬ 
plying  the  real  wants  of  the  community  with  an  experimental  and 
practical  view  of  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  religion.  Christians, 
according  to  the  prayer  of  their  Redeemer,  are  to  he  sanctified 

through  the  truth, It  will,  therefore,  he  the  design  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelist,  to  promote  this  glorious  object  ;  reminding  the  reader  of  those 
precious  truths  which  are  “  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for 
correction,  for  instruction  in  righteousness,  that  the  man  of  God  may 
he  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works.” 

It  will  be  the  unremitting  endeavour  of  Ike  editor,  to  obtain,  from 
the  most  able  writers,  a  profitable  and  interesting  variety  of  original 
matter,  and  present  such  a  view  of  experimental  and  practical  truth, 
as  will  furnish  a  rich  repast  to  the  soul  that  can  be  satisfied  only  with 
the  bread  of  life. 

Among  others  more  efficient  in  the  department^  of  theological  dis¬ 
cussion,  and  biblical  criticism,  the  editor  hopes  to  he  recognized  as  a 
humble  instrument  of  advancing  the  interests  of  the  Redeemer’s 
kingdom.  * 

Brief  and  well  written  narratives  of  revivals  of  religion,  together 
with  the  distii^uishing  marks  of  true  and  false  religion,  biographical 
sketches  of  persons  eminent  for  piety,  and  a  short  summary  of  the 
most  interesting  int^ligence  concerning  the  state  of  Zion,  and  the 
progress  of  missionary  exertions  throughout  the  world,  will  be  in¬ 
serted.  "  , 


if 


The  editor  will  cautiousl}r  avoid  strivUig’  about  words  to  no 
profit  at  the  sametime^  Kis  pages  will  be  open  for  free  discussion 
of  all  subjects  of  importance  relating  to  the  interest  of  Zion^  and  w  hich 
tend  to  mutual  edification. 


Recommefuiation  by  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  tn  this  vicinity* 

While  we  highly  appreciate  the  rcligiou*  periodical  publications 
of  the  presefit  day,  we  fully  believe  there  is  great  want  of  a  publica- 
tion  devoted  more  entirely  to  experimental  and  practical  religion  : 
and  hsiving  seen  the  iProspectus  by  Mr,  Stephen  Dodge,  for  publishing 
the  Evangelist, at  Hartford,  we  cheerfully  approve  of  the  design, 
and  recommend  the  work  to  general  patronage, 

Septeful^t  19, 1323.  •  .  , 

PERKIKS,  Hartford,  ^ 

''  ABEL  flint;  >  do.  ' 

v  ^  JOEL  HAWES,  do. 

''  SAMtlEir  GOODRICH,  Berlin,  (Worthington  soc.  I 

^  '  NEWTON  SiyNNER,  do.  (New  Britain  soc.) 

‘  HENRY  A.  ROWLAND,  Windiior,  ;  " 

■  JOHN  BARTLETT,  do.  (Wintonburv  so<*. 

*  DrODATEBROCKWAY,  Ellington, 

*  CALEB  J.  TENNEY,  Wetherefield, 

CALEB  BURGE,  Glastenbury, 

V:  >0Y  Hi  FAIRCHILD,  East-Hartfor^, 

r  SHtJBAEL  BARTLETT,  East- Windsor.  ; 

JOAB  BRACE,  Newington,  ‘  ' 

John  ft.  CRANE,  Middletown,  '  " 

STEPHEN  HAYS,  do.  (Westfield,) 

^JOSHUA  L.  WILLIAMS,  do.  (Upper  Houses, 

*  '  ALLEN  M’LEAN,  Simsbury,  . 

'  ^  GEORGEA.  CALHOUN,  Coventry, 

.  HERYEY  TALCOTT,  Chatham.  ‘ 

ASAHEL  NETTLETON, 

SAMUEL  WHETTLESEY, 

ASAHEL  GAYLORDv 


CONDITIONS 


Tiil^  Ayork  will  be  issued  in  monthly  numbers,  each  number  con-^ 
fainihg  4^0  pages  octavo  ;  and  will  be  printed  on  good  paper,^  with  new 
type  ''  ^  ^ 

The  pxice  of  the  work  will  be  00  a  year,  payable^  On  the  delivery 
of  file  sixth  number.  Tlfose  who  pay  bn  the  delivery  of  the  first  or 
•^cond  number,  ^c  price'willbe  75.  * 

Those  who  procure  six  subscribers,  and  become  re^iponsible  for 
the  payment  of  the  same,  shall  i^ceive  the  sev*eath  copy  as  a  com*/ 
pensation.  *  ' 

It  is  expected  that  all  communications  with  the  editor  will  be  post 
paid,  excepting  such  as  are  written  for'tjhe  work.  “ 

No  subscriptions  will  be  taken  for  a  less  term  than  OfUe  year  ;  and 
i1(  notice' of  disGom^  is  not  given  before  the  feuing  of  the  last 

nfichber  lii  the  year,  the  subscribers  will  be  cOnsiSercM -as  holden  for 
the  gucceeBing^y  -  . 
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